C Sunm@gazi

SPRING
2025

Jupiter Bound
14

Mariposa Monarca:
Long Live the Queen

22

L.A.Strong,
Valley Strong,
CSUN Strong

26




kg &

Vi ST ST
"

P S
ra



!z
:

*m
*ni

|

D
S

%

s

~t§§i§§
,siﬁ
»ts?‘ﬁ

The Finish Line

Il hail our newest CSUN alumni! As this issue

goes to press, we're preparing to celebrate on

the University Library Lawn with more than
10,000 new graduates and their loved ones, at Com-
mencement 2025 ceremonies. Matadors, you make us
so very proud. Here's a glimpse of the graduation joy —
injust one of our favorite images from last year —at the
College of Health and Human Development ceremony,
in May 2024. Photo by Ringo Chiu.




#CSUNonfilm

Roll camera, roll
sound and ... action!
Check out some of
these notable films
and shows shot at
CSUN!Did we miss
any? Letus know in
the comments below!

Learn more about CSUN andjoin
the conversation on social media:
@csun_eduon Instagram.

Filmed on campus...

@ FROM THE CAROUSEL

ONH

Roll camera, roll sound and ... action! “®

Check out some of these notable films and Fox's"Lucifer"”
shows shot at CSUN! Did we miss any? Let . . .
us know in the comments below! Interview with Mariah Carey

() FROM THE COMMENTS

NBC'S "THIS IS US" @maxwellconnelly

filmed outside the How couldy’allleave out"Sky High" and
Education Building and "The Office"???
Cleary Court.

@d4rkside_rob

"Sky High"and"Star Trek"used the Library.
"BringitOn 2" (or 3) used the parking lot where
the SRCis."Legally Blonde" used Manzanita,
plus numerous commercials.



COVER: COURTESY OF AKEMI HINZER; ROCKET: SPACEX; STUDENTS: COURTESY OF NIKOLET OCAMPO; LAFD: RINGO CHIU

Spring 2025
Conlents

14

FEATURES

14
Shooting
the Moon

Planetary protection
scientist and Matador
preps ‘Europa Clipper’
probe before launch.

22
Mariposa
Monarca: Long

Live the Queen
CSUN sustainability
experts work to help
threatened, iconic
butterfly population.

26

L.A. Strong,
Valley Strong,
CSUN Strong

Meet some of the
Matadors helping
rebuild L.A. after the
January wildfires.

DEPARTMENTS

5 ThisisCSUN
News from Northridge

8 NewDigs
Welcome home,
Matadors

11 Quad Style
Fast fashion no more

34 Athletics
Inside CSUN Athletics

36 Matador Matters
Alumni news

44 Class Notes &
In Memoriam



4 President’s Letter

Reach for the Stars... and the Moons!

Matadors are contributing to space exploration
—and species conservation right here at home.

ne of the highlights of serving as CSUN’s president

is standing on the commencement stage and

looking out at thousands of students whose lives
are forever transformed by their CSUN education. As we
celebrate the class of 2025 this spring, I have the privilege
of congratulating our graduating Matadors and seeing their
faces beaming with pride for all they’ve accomplished—and
ready for new opportunities just over the horizon.

At CSUN, we encourage our students to reach for their
highest aspirations, whatever they may be. Some of our
alumni take this quite literally, serving among the talented
scientists and engineers working to explore worlds far
beyond our own. Akemi Hinzer *21 (Biochemistry) is one
such adventurous alumna. Her job at NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory in La Cafiada Flintridge is out of this world:
planetary protection scientist!

Since 2022, Akemi has been working on NASA’s
Europa Clipper, a probe destined for one of Jupiter’s myriad
moons, where scientists think conditions might be suit-
able for life. On Oct. 14, she and her colleagues watched
the product of their efforts leave Earth’s orbit when the
Clipper launched from Florida’s Kennedy Space Center
aboard a SpaceX Falcon Heavy rocket. In this issue of CSUN
Magazine, we share Akemi’s story, and the cutting-edge
science behind her work.

This issue also features alook at how CSUN
Sustainability experts and Climate Action Corps Fellows are
working to help protect the iconic monarch butterfly popu-
lation — and how you can help (hint: plant native milkweeds
athome). And finally, we share a powerful and emotional
look at some of the Matadors helping to rebuild and heal
Los Angeles after January’s devastating wildfires. We truly
are “L.A. Strong, Valley Strong and CSUN Strong.”

To our entire Matador community —whether you grad-
uated this spring, crossed the commencement stage years
ago, or supported and cheered on those who did, thank you
for continuing to make our university truly stellar.

With gratitude,

Ce

ErikaD.Beck, Ph.D.
President
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www.csun.edu/alumni/OptOut or email us at
alumni@csun.edu.
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BIOLOGY

Joshua Tree Sleuths

Public Help Needed to Gather Data

Joshua trees are only pollinated by yucca moths, but how do the moths know
when it’s time to pollinate? That’s what Pryce Millikin, a biology graduate
student, is trying to figure out, and he’s asking the public to help.

Millikin is calling on those who live near the Mojave Desert to observe
Joshua trees and help him collect data to contribute to his thesis, “Weather
Climate Impacts on Yucca Moths and their Mutualism with Joshua Trees.”

“We don’t know much about the moths’life cycle, or how they know
when their partner trees are flowering, so we're trying to figure that out. The
moths can be hard to study directly,” said Millikin.

Fortunately, because Joshua trees can only produce fruit when the
moths pollinate them, Millikin can track the moths’ activity by recording
where the trees produce fruit. This is where he turned to crowdsourcing,
asking the general public to help him track Joshua tree flowering and fruit
production. Using the iNaturalist smartphone app, anyone can share infor-
mation about nature, including uploading images of Joshua trees.

Millikin can review iNaturalist records to note which images show the
trees with flowers or fruits. He’s already using iNaturalist data to train com-
puter models that can help identify weather conditions that cue the moths
topollinate Joshua trees. The trees flower from late February to the begin-
ning of April, said CSUN evolutionary biologist Jeremy Yoder, Millikin’s
thesis advisor.

“The trees will be flowering, if they flower [in 2025],in late February,
and they’ll be making fruit by May or June,” Yoder said. “But we can use
records taken any time of year.”

Millikinis asking the general
public to help him track Joshua
tree flowering and fruit pro-
duction using the iNaturalist
smartphone app. Flowering
occursin late February, and fruit
appears by May or June.

L+

For more information
abouthow to contribute
to Millikin’s Joshua tree
research, visit
joshuatreegenome.org/
archives/2025

N

Who We Heard

We explored Black
cinemawith Robert,
heard fromthe Lt.
Governor,dancedto
Deorro’s beatsand
swooned for Diana.

2.12
Robert Townsend
Robert Townsend’s

films were the focus of
aspecial seriescele-
brating Black History
Month, “Black Cinema:
CulturalLaborandLibera-
tion.” The CSUN Cine-
matheque and Africana
Studieshosted ascreening
of hiscomedic satire “Holly-
wood Shuffle”onFeb.12,as
wellas his historical drama
“10,000BlackMen Named
George,”followed by a Q&A
withthefilmmaker Feb.19.

02.24

Eleni Kounalakis
CaliforniaLt. Gov. Eleni
Kounalakis wasamong
the dignitaries who head-
lined agathering of more
than200 of theregion’s
elected officials and
businessleaders,aswell
as CSUN leadersand alum-
niatthe campus’Orchard
Conference Center.

FIELD RESEARCH PHOTO COURTESY OF PIERCE MILLIKIN; GABBY GIFFORDS PHOTO BY CHRIS ROBERTSON/PHOTO DELI LLC.



TECHNOLOGY

Ce

SUMMONING
HOPE

"My recovery
isadaily fight,"
Giffords said,
"but fighting
makes me
stronger.”

ebrating40 Years

Former Rep. Gabby Giffords Gives Keynote at CSUN Conference

For 40 years, the CSUN Assistive
Technology Conference hasbeena
global leader in accessibility innovation,
connecting experts, advocates and tech
pioneers. This year, the “CSUN Conference”
marked its milestone anniversary March 10-
14 at the Anaheim Marriott, drawing more
than 4,000 attendees to explore cutting-
edge assistive technology and its impact.
From founder Harry Murphy '66 reflecting
onits beginnings to a moving keynote by
former Congresswoman Gabby Giffords, the
event showcased how technology continues
to transform lives.

Murphy, who was the director of
CSUN'’s Center on Disabilities in the mid-

’80s, kicked things off at the opening
keynote ceremonies on March 11. He spoke
about starting the conference on the CSUN
campus. He thanked everyone for sharing
what they have learned at conferences over
the years. “Over 40 years, the CSUN Con-
ference has touched the lives of millions of
people with disabilities,” he said. “Millions.”
Giffords appeared with her longtime
therapist, speech-language pathologist
Fabi Hirsch Kruse. Hirsch Kruse led the
conversation with Giffords about her long
recovery after she was shot in 2011 outside a
shopping center in Tucson. Fourteen years
later, Giffords said, she still actively works on
her recovery from the resulting brain injury.

csun ( #s

foreconomicdiversity of students,among
public colleges nationwide, according to

The New York Times.

ranked Tier One by CEO Magazine, the
David Nazarian College of Business and
Economics MBA programisamongthe
bestinthe2025 Global MBA rankings.

largest Jewish studentpopulationin
Californiaand #14 nationally, per Hillel.

“Our program
prepares students
to thrivein their
careers and make
alastingimpactin
theirindustries.”

Chandra Subramaniam, Dean, David
Nazarian College of Business and Economics

csunmagazine SPRING 2025

BUSINESS

Nazarian
College Receives
Prestigious Dual
Accreditation
for Business and
Accounting

The Associationto Advance

Collegiate Schools of Busi-
ness (AACSB) has granted
CSUN’s David Nazarian
College of Business and

Economicssupplementary
accreditationforitsaccount-

ingprogram. The collegeis

oneof only sixinstitutionsin

7

Californiaand one of only 194
institutions worldwide to hold

AACSB accreditationinboth

businessandaccounting.
“This significant

achievementaffirms CSUN’s
commitmentto providinga
superior business education

with high-quality teach-
ingandimpactful learning

experiences that prepare our
studentstobecomeleaders

inbusiness, industry and their

communities,” said President

Erika D.Beck. “Achieving

and maintaining this level of
excellencerequiresimmense
rigorand dedication,and lam

deeply grateful for theen-

gaged efforts of our Nazarian

College faculty.”
“Having dual accredi-

tationbrings considerable

prestige toabusinessschool,

which oftentranslatesto

increased recognition forthe

university and enhanced op-

portunities forour students,”

said Chandra Subramaniam,

dean ofthecollege.

The Nazarian Collegeis

oneofthelargestbusiness

schoolsinthe country, with
morethan 6,700 students.



Welcome Home, Maladors

CSUN Unveils First New Residence Halls in a Decade

ack your extra-long

twin sheets, Mata-

dors. Your fan, desk
lamp and power strip.

Atthe corner of Lassen
and Zelzah, two brand-new
residence hall buildings are
nearing completion at Uni-
versity Park, on the north end
of campus. This fall, 198 lucky
students will be the first to
call the shiny new buildings
their campus home.

Student Housing
buildings 22 & 23 are
CSUN’s first new dorms in
adecade, since the univer-
sity opened three similar
residence halls in 2015. The
newest dorms will increase
CSUN’s available student
housing by about 6%. (Cur-
rently, CSUN has 3,156 beds
within University Park.)

The university received
a $37.5 million afford-
able-housing grant from the
state, through the California
Higher Education Student
Housing Grant Program, to
help fund the approximate-
ly $72.9 million project.
CSUN’s new dorms marked
the first approved for afford-
able student housing in the

California State University
system, and other campuses
are following suit.

Many CSUN students
need additional resources
to access housing, William
‘Watkins, vice president for
Student Affairs and dean of
students, noted at the 2023
groundbreaking.

“Students are best able
to focus on their studies
when they have their basic
needs met, especially their
housing needs,” added
Shelley Ruelas-Bischoff,
associate vice president for
Student Affairs. “With these
two new buildings, we are
expanding our capacity to
help CSUN students meet
this critical need, all within
an environment that is
intentionally focused on
students’ academic success.”

The four-story build-
ings cover 60,290 square
feet —including 45,000
square feet of living spaces,
plus multipurpose spaces for
group programs, classroom
space and lounges.

The residential floors
offer all doubles (two stu-
dents per room), designed

for first-time freshmen. One
of the best features? Each
bathroom is shared by just
two rooms (four students per
bathroom)! The residential
floors also boast aliving
room and a laundry room.
The ground floor of Building
22 features acommunity
kitchen, study spaces, multi-
purpose rooms, lounge and
gender-inclusive restrooms.

Contractor CW. Driver
Companies expects to
complete construction, with
the dorms ready for Move-In
Day in late August.

As CSUN refreshes and
expands the student hous-
ing area, one of the coolest
additions is outside G'mo’s
campus dining, adjacent
tothe new dorms: A new
courtyard boasts outdoor
dining; a shaded, permanent
photovoltaic canopy for
those warm Valley days;
oversized ceiling fans and a
large, outdoor TV —perfect
for hosting movie nights and
watching big games.
—Olivia Herstein

UNIVERSITY PARK
APARTMENTS

N

SPECS

60,290 squarefeet

(including45,000square
feetoflivingspaces)

Late August openformove-in

$72.9M project,fundedinpartby
$37.5Mstategrant
2 yearstoconstruct

Name University Park
Apartments
buildings22 & 23
(untilCSUNgrantsthe
dormstheirnewtreeor

plantnames, percampus
tradition)

99 bedsperdorm (7198total)

AMENITIES

communitykitchen,
study spaces, multi-
purposerooms,lounge
andgender-inclusive
restrooms.

package center,
new studentlounge

ZELZAH AVE.
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Who We Heard

(continued)

03.29

Deorro

Deorro headlined Big
Show 2025 onthe
University Library
Lawnon March 29.
The Latin Gram-

my nominee had
Matadors dancing for
hours with his signa-
ture EDM music.

05.14

Diana Krall
DianaKrall, the
legendaryjazz singer
and multi-Grammy
winner, returned to
The Sorayastage on
May 14,adecade after
herSorayadebut! The
New York Times called
hervoice “atonce cool
and sultry, wielded
witharhythmic
sophistication.”

ARTS
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Campusto Red Carpet

Students Take the Stage at Golden Globes

OnoneofHollywood’s biggest nights, CSUN
studentstook the stageastrophypresentersat
the 82nd Annual Golden Globes. Film students
Nikolet Ocampo,ajunior,and Albert Rutledge,a
sophomore, spenttheir Sunday night surrounded
by Hollywood’s biggest names asthe Matadors
handed off trophies to celebrity presentersand
escorted winners off stage. The ceremony took
placeJan.5atthe Beverly Hilton.

DuringaJan.4rehearsal, Ocampo and Rut-
ledge witnessed the magic up close, practicing
alongsiderenowned starsand watching the
eventcometollife.

“Ishared amoment with Sharon Stone back-
stage. She was sodown-to-earth and willing to
give me advice on how to stay calmduring the
show,” Rutledge said. On show day, Stone recog-
nized himand they snapped a selfie tocommem-
orate thefilmstudent’sunforgettable night.

OtherCinemaand Television Arts stu-
dentsassisted at the show as externs,and
social mediaandfashion specialists. Those
working behind the scenesincluded Eliya
Brennan, Devyn Hunter, Robert Kutruf, Rebecca
Okonekand Henry Parker. Allare studentsin the
university’s top-ranked Department of Cinema
and Television Arts, inthe Mike Curb College of
Arts, Media,and Communication.

The Golden Globeshasreached outto pro-
fessor Nate Thomas, head of CSUN’sfilm option,
annually since2017 torecruitexternsandforthe
pasttwoyearshehasspearheadedtheselection
processforthe on-stage student presenters.

“[The experience] gave me the confidence
to keep pursuing this passion of mine [directing
and producing]. Getting to be there solidified
my love for thisand how | want to beinvolvedin
every aspectof entertainment,” Ocampo said.
feelsoluckytobeafilmstudentat CSUN.”

CSUN’s Mike Curb College has alongstand-
ingrelationship with the Golden Globe Awards,
arelationship that continuesunderthe Golden
Globe Foundation.

“

9
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Celebrating the
Launch of Black-
ServingInstitutions

CSUN President Erika D. Beck joined CSU and community college
leaders, along with state lawmakers, at Cal State Dominguez Hills on
Feb.7,to celebrate California’s new Black-Serving Institutions (BSI)
designation. The new program was created by legislation, Senate Bill
1348, which was signed by Gov. Gavin Newsom and wentinto effect
thisyear. The designation will be given to state college campuses
thatdemonstrate commitmentto Black student successand provide
academicresources toBlackand African American students. Beck said
CSUNiislookingforward to becoming a Black-Serving Institutionand
workisunderway ontheapplication.
“Weare aproud Minority-Serving Institution that celebrates the
culturalwealth and aspirational capital of every student seekinga
CSUN education,” Beck
said. “Achieving the BSI
c designation will highlight
We are a p Frou d ourongoing work to elim-

inate structuralbarriers

Minority-serVing to higher educationand

complements our equi-

InStitution th at ty-centered workacross

the campus.”

Celebrates the Toqualifyasa

Black-Serving Institution,
acollege oruniversity
Cu Itu ral Wealth mustdemonstrateaca-
o o demicandequity goals,
and aSplratlonaI and devoteresourcesto
. improveretention, time-
Capltal Of eve ry to-degree and graduation

ratesfor Blackand African

StUdent SeEking a Americanstudents.

Qualifyinginstitutions
H 2

CSUN educat'on_ musthave atleast 10% of

the student population

thatidentifiesas Black

or African American—or
have atleast1,500 Black and African American studentsenrolled. The
legislation also establishesagoverning board to oversee the applica-
tionsandrenewalsforthe program.

CSUN’s Black and African American student populationisnearly
2,000.Campusinitiatives aimed atfosteringand supporting Black and
African Americanscholarshipinclude Black Matadors Rise, Black Schol-
ars Matter, the Black House and thelandmark Africana Studies pro-
gram,one of the oldestandlargest departments of itskindinthe nation,
withinthe College of Socialand Behavioral Sciences.

Quad Style

Fast Fashion
No More

The TRENDS annual spring
fashion show highlights
collections created by
seniors, with each outfit
designed and produced in
approximately three weeks.

stablished in 1978,

TRENDS is the Fashion

Design and Merchandis-
ing student organization within
CSUN’s Department of Family
and Consumer Sciences. Ac-
cording to TRENDS club Pres-
ident Kathryn Oz 25 (Fashion
Design and Production), Gen Z
is moving away from fast fash-
ion, especially at CSUN. “With
growing awareness of the harm-
ful effects of fast fashion, this
generation is shifting toward 1
creating timeless pieces that %
will last along time,” Oz said. .

The fashion design pro-

gram hosts an annual sustain-
able fashion competition in
collaboration with Associated
Students’ Sustainability pro-
gram, promoting eco-friendly
practices and giving students
the opportunity to show-
case innovative, sustainable
designs. TRENDS students
also produce an annual spring
fashion show to spotlight their
capstone pieces. In late March,
graduating senior Ruby Durant
and graduate student photogra-
pher Sonia Gurrola visited the
TRENDS students in Sequoia
Hall’s fashion lab, as they
pushed to finish their ensem-
bles for the May 8 show. Here’s
ataste of what they found!

Siam Sewell, ajunior fashion
merchandising major and
TRENDS club member, makes
astatementinacolor-blocked,
retro-inspired jumpsuit,
accessorized with a bucket hat
and purple Doc Martens.



Graduating senior

Julie Hanna’25 (Fashion
Design and Production)
perfects the final details
of her strapless, floor-
length purple dress.

csunmagazine SPRING 2025

Abner Albino 25 (Fashion
Design and Production)
puts the finishing touches
onastriking purple skirt
and blue, faux-fur coat.

MOYEMENT

Professor Jongeun Kim carefully
adjustsablack ensembleona
mannequin, guiding students
inthe art of fashion design and
garment construction.

11
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RESEARCH

Training the Next
Generation of
Wildfire Predictors

Astherecentwildfires have
reminded us,one needstobe
prepared forthe unexpected,
particularly as population
density, urbanization and other
factorscontinuetoimpactthe
environmentaround us. To that
end,researchersat CSUNare
working acrossdisciplinesto
use machine learning to train
anew generation of students
inhow to use existing datato
prepare for potential disasters
such as wildfires.

[+

“By working together,
weare givingundergraduate
studentstools that will make
them desirable employeesina
variety of fields, whetherit’s for
insurance agencies, developers,
urban planners or governmental
agencies,” said environmental
geographerMario Giraldo.“They
arelearning,usingreal data,
how toidentifyindicatorsthat
can predict where awildfire may
happen,andwhatmay happen
whenitstarts.”

Giraldois working with
computerscientists XunfeiJiang
andLiLiutotrainstudentsto
implementtoolsthat, usingdata
collected fromthe U.S.Geological
Survey,NASA,National Centers
for Environmental Information,
andthe California Department
of Forestry and Fire Protection
(known as Cal Fire), canidentify
whatfactorsarekeyinthe
predictionforrisks of wildfires.

To seetheresearch,
visitecs.csun.edu/
dsr/wildfire_

prediction.html

CULTURE

Letthe Games
Begin (Agam)'

Success of ‘84 Olympicsin L.A. Brings Optimism for 2

Known for its prior success hosting the
gamesin 1932 and 1984, Los Angeles will
become the first city to host the Olympics
three times, setting the stage for a historic
two-week event. However, questions remain
about the city’s readiness amid rising costs,
transportation, housing shortages and
recent environmental impactslike the L.A.
wildfires, which caused widespread destruc-
tion and billions of dollars in damage.

Despite these challenges, geography
professor Steven Graves argues that Los
Angeles is best positioned to host the games,
citing the economic and organizing success
of the 1984 Olympics.

“There’s alot we canlearn from the
1984 Olympics, and the biggest is how using
existing infrastructure can make an event of
this size financially responsible and feasible,”
Graves said. “While it’s been well document-
ed that previous Olympic host cities built
massive facilities, which now sit empty and
unused, Los Angeles was different and that
was the case in 1984 —becoming clear for

organizers that there is a viable and respon-
sible way to host the games.”

There hasbeen considerable investment
in the city’s transportation system, Graves
noted, including a light-rail extension that
will connect LAX to the city core, potentially
relieving congestion during the height of the
games. Officials also expect to bring in more
than 3,000 buses from across the country
to help move fans. Graves said he believes
Angelenos will be willing to make sacrifices to
stay off the roads, like in 1984.

The 2028 Olympics may also rep-
resent an opportunity to showcase “the
beauty and rich, diverse culture that is
Los Angeles,” he said.

“The Olympics can be our triumphant
return after the recent fires and represent a
rebirth of our city,” Graves said. “It’s also do-
ing anumber of other things for us: It gives
us an excuse to push forward with some
badly needed public transportation infra-
structure and gives us an excuse to try new,
bold things that we might not do otherwise.”
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SHUOTING

THE MOON

*one of Jupiter's moons, thatis.



BY JACOB BENNETT

—

Planetary Protection

Scientist and Matador
Preps ‘Europa Clipper'
Probe Before Launch.







HE succEess of NASA’s mission
to explore Jupiter’s moon Europa depended, in part, on Akemi
Hinzer’s choice of outfit before she left for work.

She had to be clean and dressed strategically — no ripped
jeans or fuzzy sweaters or anything that shed threads.

When the CSUN alum arrived at the Kennedy Space
Center, she donned a mask, a hairnet and a full-body gar-
ment called a “bunny suit” — essentially a onesie, Hinzer
said — that keeps hair and skin from contaminating the con-
trolled environment where technicians prepped the space-
craft for launch. She pulled on big, sturdy boots and thick
gloves that are hard to tear, all taped to the suit. She wiped
her phone and computer down with alcohol. Lastly, she
walked through an “air shower,” which blasts team members
with clean air to blow away dust and other contaminants.

Then, she entered the cleanroom.

Hinzer °21 (Biochemistry) has a job title fit for an awe-
some movie: planetary protection scientist. She was promoted
from intern to full-time employee in 2022 to work on NASA’s
Europa Clipper — a probe destined for one of Jupiter’s myriad
moons, Europa, where scientists think conditions might be
right to harbor life.

The planetary protection team worked to make sure
the uncrewed mission doesn’t accidentally leave some life
behind on the icy moon.

“We're trying to see if this is a place that can support
life,” Hinzer said. “If we want to be successful, we can’'t go
contaminate it with our Earth bacteria.”

Hinzer normally works at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Labo-
ratory (JPL) in La Cafiada Flintridge, but in May 2024, she and
about 60 colleagues followed the Europa Clipper to the storied
Kennedy Space Center in Florida to prepare for the probe’s Oct.
14,2024 launch aboard a SpaceX Falcon Heavy rocket.

Akemi Hinzer’21(Biochemistry) stands on the floor of
HighBay 1at JPL, where much of the Europa Clipper’s
assembly happened.

cc)
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Playing a critical role in such a
high-profile NASA project is an unexpect-
ed high point in a career Hinzer, 33, didn’t
always envision for herself. She was a non-
traditional student who eventually tried
college and, the way she tells it, kept getting
pressured by professors and classmates into
grudgingly applying for opportunities that
led her to NASA.

CSUN biochemistry Professor Kar-
in Crowhurst, who worked with Hinzer
for three years through the BUILD POD-
ER undergraduate biomedical research
program, tells a different version. In Hinzer,
she saw a motivated student with innate
ability who, like many first-generation stu-
dents, didn’t know what opportunities and
career fields were available to her —but who
wisely took advantage when doors opened.

“Research opportunities can be abso-
lutely critical and transformative for stu-
dents, and this is a perfect example of a suc-

Hinzer has ajob title fit for
an awesome movie: planetary
protection scientist.

cess story that comes from it,” Crowhurst
said. “Once students realize that they can
do this, they take it and run with it, and it’s
amazing to see, because it can change the
entire course of their lives.”

Lire as earthlings know it couldn't have de-
veloped without three ingredients — liquid
water, certain chemical elements (like carbon
and oxygen) and an energy source (like the
sun). Europa, the fourth-biggest of Jupiter’s
95 moons, is covered in thick ice, but scien-
tists believe there’s a vast, salty ocean be-
neath the surface. The moon could also have
the right chemical elements and viable ener-
gy sources, such as chemical reactions trig-
gered by the harsh radiation from Jupiter.

The Europa Clipper mission isn’t intend-
ed to find life; its purpose is to verify that Eu-
ropa holds these conditions. If it can, Europa
would be the first place in our solar system
outside of Earth verified to currently hold con-
ditions suitable for life. This data could inform
a future mission to Europa to look for life. It
would also mean that there are probably many
other worlds hospitable to life.
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When flying missions in space — espe-
cially to places that likely have hosted life
before, like Mars, or could host it now, like
Europa — NASA must follow an internation-
altreaty to minimize the chances of acciden-
tally contaminating other celestial bodies.

Hinzer’s team was responsible for en-
suring the bacteria levels on the spacecraft’s
surfaces remain below levels that are as close
as possible to a zero probability of contam-
ination. Not every microbe is a danger; most
couldn’t survive the harsh environments en-
countered during space travel, Hinzer said.
But some bacteria can form bacterial spores

o

Accidentally leaving living spores

on Europa could contaminate future
science, so steps were taken to
minimize them by every team
through every step of the mission.

— a seedlike structure that might protect
them in space until they find a hospitable
environment in which to thrive.

“[Bacterial spores] can survive some
really horrible environments for years,”
Hinzer said.

Accidentally leaving living spores on
Europa could contaminate future science,
so steps were taken to minimize them by ev-
ery team through every step of the mission.
Hinzer’s Planetary Protection team devel-
oped a plan and worked with other teams
from mission partners including NASA,
SpaceX and Johns Hopkins University Ap-
plied Physics Laboratory to make sure these
procedures were followed. A lot of Hinzer’s
job was communication, coming up with a
reasonable plan and making sure everyone
on multiple teams understood what they
were supposed to do.

THE CLIPPER IS
ABOUT THE LENGTH OF
A BASKETBALL COURT

Anything that came close to the spacecraft got sam-
pled. Hinzer took her samples back to the lab for processing,
where they were grown on Petri dishes so she could count
them and estimate how many bacteria were on the space-
craft. If there were too many, engineers were required to
clean the area so it could be sampled again, but this rarely
happened.

“It’s really, really good. It’s very clean,” Hinzer said of the
spacecraft, just before launch. “It’s so much cleaner than any
other environment you have ever encountered in your life.”

The harsh realities of space travel aid in Hinzer’s quest to
prevent Earth bacteria from surviving on Europa. Any bacteria
remaining on the spacecraft would have to survive the inhos-
pitable cold and vacuum of space and, especially, the extreme
amounts of radiation that exist around Jupiter.

“On the off chance that something goes terribly, terribly
wrong and [Europa Clipper] lands somewhere we don’t want it
to, we have such a small, small, small chance of getting anything
living from Earth to somewhere we don’t want it,” Hinzer said.
“That’s what we're working towards, always minimizing that
risk and reducing that chance”

TO EXPLORE STRANGE, NEW WORLDS

Europa CLIPPER is expected to reach Jupiter in 2030. It’ll take
a winding journey to get there — it successfully flew by Mars
early this year, and will pass back by Earth in 2026, using
our planet’s gravity to “slingshot” and increase velocity. The
probe will orbit Jupiter and capture data during about 50
scheduled flybys of Europa over four years.

Hinzer’s own journey took several twists and turns. She
graduated from La Cafiada High School, right by JPL, but
didn’t envision a career there. She flipped cars as a mechan-
ic,joined her dad on a construction crew, decorated wedding
cakes. She didn’t plan to go to college; she thought her life
was fine without it.

But about six years ago, Hinzer found herself with
an unexpected hole in her schedule. She took a class at

The Clipper is a huge spacecraft,
about the length of a basketball court when
deploying its solar array wings that serve as a
power source. It’s carrying nine high-tech in-
struments to take images and measurements,
including cameras, a thermal imaging system
andice-penetrating radar.

The Europa Clipper was first assembled
at JPL, then transported to a cleanroom at
Kennedy Space Center. Anything brought in
—new spacecraft parts, tools, scaffolding, etc.
—was cleaned first, with solvents such as iso-
propyl alcohol, or baked at high temperatures
tokill bacteria.
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Technicians attach the five-panel solar arrays to
NASA’s Europa Clipper spacecraftinside the Payload

Hazardous Servicing Facility at the agency’s Kennedy
Space CenterinFlorida.
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Pasadena City College to fill it. It went well,
so she took another.

“And then, I don’t know, I was in too
deep,” she said.

Soon, she was on a pre-med track, con-
sidering a career as a physician assistant,
possibly in hospice care. A community col-
lege chemistry professor “absolutely bul-
lied” her into applying for a BUILD PODER
research fellowship, Hinzer said. She was
accepted, and while still in community col-
lege, she began working in Crowhurst’s lab
at CSUN.

She learned a lot of skills she employs at
NASA in the Crowhurst lab, Hinzer said: fol-
lowing protocols religiously, labeling every-
thing, giving presentations. Hinzer was shy
when she arrived at the lab, but with time,
she grew to be a great communicator. In 2021,
her hard work was recognized with CSUN’s
Weigand-Jewett Award for Outstanding Se-
nior in Biochemistry scholarship.

Peer pressure also led Hinzer to NASA,
she said. One of the members of her BUILD
PODER cohort convinced her to apply for
a workshop held by members of JPL’s plan-
etary protection group, which featured
CSUN biology Professor Rachel Mackel-
prang as a guest speaker. Until that point,
Hinzer hadn't realized that NASA needed
biochemists.

Connections Hinzer made in that bio-
informatics workshop led to an internship in
July 2021, analyzing unprocessed metadata
collected by the planetary protection team
ahead of the 2020 Perseverance Rover mis-
sion to Mars. The internship was supposed
to last six weeks, but JPL colleagues extend-
ed it until she was hired full-time in her cur-
rentroleinlate 2022.

Hinzer is among the many CSUN alum-
ni who have gone on to work as permanent
employees of JPL. CSUN’s relationship
with JPL goes back decades, as students,
faculty and alumni from the College of Sci-
ence and Mathematics and the College of
Engineering and Computer Science, in-
cluding the Autonomy Research Center for
STEAHM and its partners across campus,
have collaborated on projects with JPL.

Hinzer twice has returned to CSUN to
help lead the bioinformatics workshop that
initially connected her to JPL.

“It was kind of full circle,” Hinzer said.
“Some of the people that I was in BUILD with
were now grad students in labs, and were
part of this workshop, and that was fun.”

\
Europa, the
fourth-biggest
of Jupiter’s

95 moons,
iscoveredin
thickice, but
scientists
believe there’s
avast, salty
oceanbeneath
the surface.
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'COOL LITTLE THINGS'

In OcTOBER, after nearly two years of long, grueling days pre-
paring the Clipper for launch, her work on the mission was,
essentially, done. Crews placed the Europa Clipper in its pro-
tective “shell” of sorts — a nose cone called a “fairing” — and
her team couldn’t touch it anymore.

On an isolated, grassy patch of Kennedy Space Center,
alittle more than a mile from the rocket, Hinzer watched the
launch with a few colleagues.

“Oh my gosh, you feel that rumble through your whole
body, and it’s so bright and so fast, and you can trace it for
probably a minute and a half until you lose sight of it,” Hinzer
said. “And thenit’s gone.”

The stress of the last few months hit her, she said, and
she felt the permanent loss of the project on which she’d
spent so much time.

“I cried so hard,” she said. “T ugly-cried the entire time. This
thing that we put so much of ourselves into, and then it just
leaves the planet? So, major separation anxiety there.”

But after the dust settles, there’s no rest for the plane-
tary protection team. Or, not much. Hinzer has turned her
focus to future missions. She’s part of a team back at JPL in-
vestigating ways to identify even more species of bacteria
that manage to survive in a cleanroom. She’s also overseeing
experiments to kill bacteria with UVC light. It’s interesting
work, but there’s been an adjustment from the high-stakes
pressure of the Europa Clipper launch.

“There’s a little bit of fear — is this the coolest thing I'm
ever going to do? Have I peaked?” Hinzer said.

If so, she said, she could live with that. But that probably
won'’t be the case.

“I've always been really lucky; I've always had some-
thing to be excited about,” she said. “I have no idea what it’s
gonna be, and it’s never very intentional on my part, but I
have a very long history of stumbling into cool little things,
so I'mjust gonna have faith that that’s gonna continue.” N
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I_ E FT A SpaceX
Falcon Heavy
rocket—with
Europa Clipper
aboard—launches
from Kennedy
Space Centerin
Floridaon Oct. 14,
2024.

B E LU W Hinzer
andteamatthe
NASA launchpad
on the day before
launch: (L-R)
Ceth Parker,
Hinzer,Moogega
Cooperand Ryan
Hendrickson.
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CSUN Sustainability Experts and Climate
Action Corps Fellows Work to Help
Threatened, Iconic Butterfly Population.

by Danielle Fairlee illustralions by Yeti Iglesias

s sTuDENTS walk to and from class along the path

between CSUN’s baseball and softball fields and

Northridge Academy High School, a life force lies dor-

mant beneath the soil at CSUN’s half-acre G.A.R.D.E.N.

Planted in December 2024 amid the poppies and

lupines next to raised beds of vegetables, 75 dormant

seedlings of native milkweed soon will sprout leaves

and flowers — part of a campus effort to save the western monarch butterfly, a
threatened species that spends its winters along the California coast.

Milkweeds play host to female monarchs, which lay their eggs on the
plants, and milkweeds are the only food source for monarch caterpillars.
Milkweed flowers also provide nectar for other pollinators, such as bees
and other butterflies. But not all milkweeds are beneficial to monarchs, and
CSUN’s sustainability experts and California Climate Action Corps (CCAC)
Fellows urge local gardeners to ensure theyre planting native milkweed
(more on that in a bit).

“Without milkweed, monarchs cannot survive,” said Sarah Johnson ‘09
(M.A., Educational Psychology & Counseling), lead sustainability specialist
at CSUN’s Institute for Sustainability.

At CSUN’s G.A.R.D.E.N. (Growing Accessible Resources for Diversity,
Education and Nourishment), the new seedlings join existing patches and
pots of native milkweed, planted over the years to support monarch caterpil-
lars and butterflies. Native milkweed also was planted recently around Val-
era Hall, across campus, along with other drought-tolerant plants.

As additional campus green spaces are converted to drought-tolerant na-
tive plants and landscaping, native milkweeds will be included, Johnson said.

Monarch Population Declining

Tre Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that counts and protects pollinators like the monarch, reported that in
early 2025, just 9,119 of the butterflies spent the winter in the Golden State
—asharp decline from the past three years, when volunteers and scientists ob-
served more than 200,000 western monarch butterflies. For context, millions
of monarchs were observed annually by scientists throughout the 1980s, ac-
cording to the Xerces Society.

In December 2024, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposed extend-
ing Endangered Species Act protection to the monarch, a process now in
the public comment phase. Johnson praised this move, saying it would bring
more awareness to monarchs and help protect monarch habitats.




Climate change, pesticides and habitat
loss are all affecting monarch population,
Johnson said. The declining population
helped inspire her to lead conservation ef-
fortsat CSUN.

“I've always loved butterflies,” she said,
recounting childhood visits to her grand-
mother’s home in the Colorado mountains.
“There were butterflies everywhere. As I
got older, I realized I wasn’t seeing as many
monarchs.”

Now, in her role at CSUN, Johnson is
offering native milkweed seeds to local gar-
deners through the Institute for Sustainabil-
ity’s Seed Library. Housed at the institute
within a repurposed University Library card
catalogue, the Seed Library contains seeds
for more than a dozen varieties of native
plants, including native milkweeds as well as
vegetables and herbs.

Planting the Right Milkweed

AT CSUN, sustainability experts know that
for monarch butterflies to thrive, it’s import-
ant to plant the right variety of milkweed.
Unfortunately, well-meaning gardeners of-
ten plant tropical milkweed, which is widely
available but harmful to monarchs.

“Native milkweed dies off in the win-
ter and remains dormant in the soil,” John-
son said. “Tropical milkweed is very easy to
grow in our environment, but it doesn’t die
off in the winter.”

Because it has no dormant period,
tropical milkweed allows a parasite called
ophryocystis elektroscirrha — OE for short
— to thrive. If monarch caterpillars eat the
parasite, it later affects the butterfly’s lifes-
pan, size and ability to fly.

Becomea
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Citizen Scientist!

Community members can help

count monarch butterflies
anywhere in California, using
theiNaturalist app, which al-
lows users to photograph and
upload images of monarchs
and other floraand fauna,
along with location data.
Informationis shared with

scientists, researchers and
conservationists.

Download the app at

inaturalist.org
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“It basically cripples them,” said Mabel Trigueros, who
manages CSUN’s G.A.R.D.E.N. and supervises the universi-
ty’s three sustainable agriculture CCAC Fellows. “If the mon-
archs get OE, they emerge with crippled wings.”

Trigueros explained that native milkweed’s winter dor-
mant period ensures the parasite dies. “It is really important
for monarchs that we only plant native milkweed,” she add-
ed. Native milkweeds planted at CSUN include wooly milk-
weed and narrow leaf milkweed.

Elizaveta Pabon 24 (Biology) is one of CSUN’s sustain-
able agriculture CCAC Fellows. She led the recent native
milkweed planting effort and hopes to inspire more interest
in conservation. With other fellows, students and communi-
ty volunteers, Pabon planted the native milkweed seedlings,
donated by the Xerces Society.

A Symbol of Resilience

WHILE LEADING conservation efforts, Pabon, Trigueros and
Johnson recognize the symbolism of monarch butterflies,
on campus and in the wider community. At CSUN, a His-
panic-Serving Institution where 69% of students are the
first in their family to go to college, first-generation and
immigrant students often incorporate monarchs into their
caps, mortarboard decor and sashes at graduation — and
the monarch is the symbol of the DREAM Center of the
University Student Union, serving students, staff and fami-
lies who are undocumented.

“Monarchs are so small and they make these thou-
sand-mile journeys. It speaks to the migrant experience, as
well as resilience and beauty,” Johnson said.

Trigueros, herself a first-generation college graduate and
former CCAC Fellow, agreed, noting that she often wears a cor-
duroy jacket emblazoned with a large patch of a monarch but-
terfly. “They are a symbol of resilience, especially in the immi-
grant community, especially amongst Latinos,” she said.

“In the Mexican community, people believe the butter-
fly is the soul of a passed-away family membet, so from a cul-
tural perspective, it is very important,” Pabon said.

Counting Monarchs

TO PROTECT the iconic insects, scientists and conservationists
conduct annual monarch butterfly counts during key migra-
tion periods. Thanks to a partnership between the Institute
for Sustainability, the Xerces Society and the Getty Villa
Museum in Pacific Palisades, CSUN students and the CCAC
Fellows take part in local monarch counts at the Getty Villa.
(Matadors participated in the Getty Villa counts in October
and November 2024, but the most recent count in January
2025 was postponed due to high winds and later canceled due
to the Palisades Fire. The Xerces Society’s Western Monarch
Count Monitoring Period will resume in October 2025.)

“It’s so rewarding to be able to provide this experi-
ence to CSUN students and Fellows,” Johnson said. “The
goal is to inspire folks to continue protecting monarchs
and other pollinators.”

Thanks to technology, community members can help
count monarch butterflies anywhere in California, using the
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iNaturalist app, which allows users to photo- “Plant the rainbow,” Johnson added. “Plant some reds,
graph and upload images of monarchs and some pinks, some whites, different shapes and flowers
other flora and fauna, along with location blooming at different times.”

data. Information is shared with scientists,
researchers and conservationists.

“This is the same app that we are using Li[ecycle on Display
as sustainability and biodiversity experts,” GetInvolved at CSUN v THE CSUN G.A.R.D.E.N’s Nat Zappia Community Class-
Johnson said. room area, a series of clay pots are home to native milkweed
Free milkweed seeds and plants. They were decorated by CSUN art students to show-
other native plant seeds are case the lifecycle of the monarch butterfly and other mon-
How You Can Help available to alumni, students, arch-themed artwork. The outdoor classroom was named

faculty, staff and community
members fromthe CSUN Seed
Library! Interested in taking

WHETHER YoU have a large yard or a tiny pa-
tio, CSUN experts said, home gardeners can

for Natale “Nat” Zappia, the late director of the Institute for
Sustainability, a master gardener who was passionate about

easily plant native milkweeds to help mon- partin future butterfly counts native plants.

arch butterflies. In addition to the free seeds orvolunteering at the campus The monarch’s amazing life cycle — from an egg laid on
available from the CSUN Seed Library, the G.A.R.D.E.N.? milkweed, to larva (caterpillar), pupa (chrysalis) and then to
Santa Monica Mountains Fund offers native adult butterfly — continues to fascinate and inspire people
milkweed giveaways. Native milkweed is also Forallthese opportunities of all ages, Trigueros said. She fondly remembered her own

and more, reach out to the
Institute for Sustainability at
sustainability@csun.edu.

available for purchase from the Theodore
Payne Foundation for Wild Flowers and Na-

son, age 6, learning about caterpillars in school and asking
about monarchs. “They are so beautiful, with showy col-

tive Plants, based in Sun Valley. ors,” she said. “It is hard to believe that something so delicate
“These plants do well in the ground or travels so far.”
deep pots on a balcony or doorstep,” John- Learning about butterflies can be a gateway for children
son said. and adults tolean into other conservation topics, Pabon said.
“Since they’re native, they don’t need 4 “Learning about monarchs pulls people in,” she said. “If
much water,” Pabon added. “You’ll have nice, they become interested in monarchs, they slowly become in-
pretty milkweed, and the butterflies will terested in other organisms and wildlife.” With human help,
come. In the winter, you can trim it back and Pabon said, she hopes the monarch population will increase.
it will come back in the spring.” “Population numbers can fluctuate, and some years can
Another important step in protecting be better than others,” she said. But without native milk-
monarch butterflies is limiting pesticide and weeds and reduced pesticide use, the future for monarchs
herbicide use, something CSUN’s Phys- “is still pretty grim,” Pabon said.
ical Plant Management team and grounds In March, Trigueros and Pabon were patiently waiting
crews have done across campus. Home for their native milkweed seedlings, patches and pots in the
gardeners can remove pests like aphids by w G.A.R.D.E.N. to awaken from their long winter “slumber.” By
hand and put down a layer of cardboard to press time for this article, spring will have arrived and, they
discourage weeds. noted, those little life forces will take flight.
“It takes a little more labor, but you can “When everything starts blooming, you will see mon-
shift your mindset a little to slow down a bit, archs flying around our campus,” Trigueros said. “It will
go out and take care of things little by little,” be beautiful.” N

Johnson said.

Home gardeners can also make their
yards and patios pollinator-friendly by
planting a variety of native plants that
bloom at different times of the year to at-
tract bees, hummingbirds and butterflies.
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pHoTos By RINGO CHIU AND DAVID J. HAWKINS

THERE ARE times when Los Angeles feels like the big-
gest small town in the world. In our minds, that has
never felt more so than in January 2025. On Jan. 7
and 8, as the second- and third-most destructive
fires in state history ravaged our city, we were terri-
fied. Heartbroken. Shocked.

But on Jan. 9 and the days that followed, we
rolled up our sleeves and got to work. Angelenos
of all ages rallied to feed, house, clothe, support
and crowdfund for our neighbors. We counseled,
held and took in our relatives, friends, neighbors,
friends of friends.

Angelenos are no strangers to natural disasters,
especially in Northridge — where the 1994 earth-
quake marked a defining moment in our university’s
history. Where Matadors coined the phrase: “Not just
back—better!” And we madeitso.

We know what it takes.

Matadors have been among the thou-
sands of L.A. residents who opened their
homes, their wallets and their arms to neigh-
bors in need — helping to rebuild what was
lost, whether it was a home, a business or the

countless intangible things that make up a
community. Matadors also have helped com-
fort and reimagine when rebuilding proved
impossible. Here are some of their stories.
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BY JENNY STEINBECK

L ike thousands of other Angelenos, CSUN
professorsJennifer Cottonand Mads
Andersenhave spent the pastfew months
miredininsurance paperworkand cleaningtheir
smoke-and ash-contaminated homes. Cotton
livesin Altadena,and Andersenlivesin Sierra
Madre, where high winds propelled the Eaton
fire throughthe hills, then the neighborhoods—
towithinjustafew blocks of theirhomes.
“We’reinsouthwest Altadena, so because
the winds were coming from the northeast,
everything wasblowingrightatus,” Cotton
said of the blaze thatbegan Jan.7.“When the
windsdied down, after having burned through
more than 3 miles of houses from where the fire
started, it stoppedjust2blocksfromus.”

(L-R) Students Tabasom Taei (chemistry), Francisco

Martin Escobar (environmental science), Anna Gasparyan
(chemistry), Denise Berg (geological sciences graduate
student) and Joseph Newstadt (chemistry) with Jennifer
Cotton, associate professor of geological sciences, prep soil
samplesin CSUN’s Live Oak Hall.

Cottonand Andersenare colleaguesinthe
College of Science and Mathematics. Cottonis
anassociate professor of geological sciences;
Andersenisanassociate professor of chemis-
tryandbiochemistry. Despite the challenges
athome, they began thinkingabout thelarger
environmental concernsresulting from these
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historicfires. They came up with projectsto
giveundergraduate and graduate students
opportunities tolearnandto make adifference
for affected communities.

Andersennotedthattheashthathassettled
intothe soil will be stickingaround for months.

“Ashis pretty big stuff,but the smaller parti-
cles,thefineandultrafine particles, thoseare the
route of heightened concernregardinghuman
exposure to many environmental contaminants,
bothindoorandoutdoor,” Andersensaid.

Cotton’sworkasageochemistand paleo-
climatologisthastouched onfire’simpacts
throughout Earth’s history, using fossilized soils
tostudy climate and environmental change
through time. She hadn’tresearched modern
soilsformorethanadecade—butthe Eatonfire
study changedall that.

Cottonnoted that many Altadenaresidents
have taken to social media platforms, express-
ing concerns about the toxicity of burned
electronics,carsandappliances. However, the
vintage and antique homesthatgive the areaits
charmare harboring their own, unique concerns
duetotheirage.

“There’sabigportion of Altadenathathas
100-year-old houses, and before 1979 it was
OKtouselead paint,” Cotton said. “How many
layers of lead paintare underneath the new
paintinthose houses, that were thenburned
andreleasedinto the atmosphere? [They
were] volatized —blown around —deposited
onto people’syards, whereinsurance com-
paniesaren’t necessarily goingto cover the
remediation, especially for people who don’t
have atotalloss.”

Any larger, longer-term studies must first
begin with proving that there are unusual
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—JENNIFER COTTON

amounts of lead and other contaminantsin
the soil, Cotton said. Luckily, she had taken
some soil samples from her own yard before
the fire, so she had the materials to establish
acomparison.

Cotton,along withateam of CSUN under-
graduate and graduate students, collected
soilsamplesfrom 21 sitesacross Altadena,
Pasadena, SierraMadre, San Marino and South
Pasadenain mid-February.Inthe Department
of Geological Scienceslab, they have analyzed
water samples for heavy metals. Agraduate
studentisleading the method developmentto
study the soilsand sediments. And Anna Gas-
paryan,21,one of theundergraduatesonthe
team, said she feels she’s making a difference for
people by doing this work.

“Itgivesmean opportunity toinformpeople,
toopentheireyes,” said Gasparyan,achemistry
major. “Maybeit’llencourage them to do their
ownresearch,too.”

Thisworkwillbenefitstudentsintheir studies
andintheirfuture careers, Cottonsaid.

“Thisis providing field work and meaningful
research opportunities for CSUN students, as
wellas giving them the opportunity towork one-
on-one withfaculty aswellasindustry standard
instrumentation for soil analyses,” she said.

Moreresearchontheimpacts of wildfire
atthewildland-urbaninterfaceisnecessary,
Cottonsaid,because thesetypesoffiresare
becoming more common due toacombination
of factorssuchasclimate change, ecological
change,invasive speciesand agingelectrical in-
frastructure. Theimpact of wildfire smoke onthe
environmentis more widely studied, butstudies
onlarge-scaleurbanfireslikein Altadenaorthe
Palisades—orin Paradise, California, or Lahaina,
Maui—have beenfew andfarbetween. That’s
because,shesaid, these typesof eventshad been
veryrare, historically. Untilnow. —J.S.
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Funding

Recovenry,

Gentering the Most
Marginalized

-

N otallheroeswear capes. Some wear Nikes
andwieldapen,alaptop and grant funding.
Luis M.Rodriguez,41,holds double degrees
in Chicana/o Studiesfrom CSUN,and heseems
totype,speakand moveindouble-timeaswell.
Rodriguezis program manager for the California
Community Foundation’s Wildfire Recovery
Fund,one of thelargestfundsfor fire victims and
recoveryinLosAngeles. The Inglewood native

isworking with nonprofits, service providers,
faith-based organizations and many othersto
rebuild L.A.communities through millions of
dollarsin grantfunding.

The Wildfire Recovery Fund was foundedin
2003toaddressthe particularneeds of com-
munities devastated by wildfires, which have
increasedinseverity and scopeinlarge part
duetoclimate change. The Palisadesand Eaton
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Fires,and their aftermath, have posed unique
challenges for Rodriguezand histeam.

“There’sbeensomuchinterestfromdo-
nors,” Rodriguezsaid.“The primary goal of the
foundationisto supportnonprofitsandthe most
marginalized communities. What’s different this
timeistheindividual staff were equallyimpacted
by the fires—staffat these organizationshave
alsolosttheirhomes. Alotof our workislistening
and tryingto make senseinthe chaos.”

Rodriguez’08,M.A.’16, who hasreturned
to hisalmamaterasapart-timelecturerinthe
Department of Urban Studies and Planningin
the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences,
is passionate about Los Angeles and lifting up
its disadvantaged communities. Inthefirst
round of grant fundingin January, Rodriguez
said, the fund awarded $15 million to more than
125 nonprofitorganizations. When we spoke
inlate February, the fund’s team were working
onasecond, $15 millionround of grants to
85 organizations.

Justtwo of the beneficiariesinthe
firstround of funding were the Altadena Chil-
dren’s Center,achild care centerthathadbeen
housedinthe Altadena Baptist Church (which
suffered atotalloss during the Eaton Fire),
and the Boys & Girls Club of Pasadena, which
openeditsdoorstonearly300local children
affected by school closures—offering free daily
programsatits East Del Mar Avenue facility.

“We prioritize the most marginalized —senior
services, disability services, the foodinsecure,
youthservices—and how do we keep our social
networkintact?” Rodriguezsaid. “Withyouth
services, whatdoeschild carelooklike withouta

‘Alot of our
work is listening
and trying to
make sense in
the chaos.’

— LUIS M. RODRIGUEZ
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school?Kidsneedasafe placetobe,butit’salso
the economicimpact onthe family—with child
care, parents canwork. You're doubling the posi-
tivereturnbyinvestinginyouthservices.”

After completing his master’sat CSUN,
Rodriguez worked at TreePeoplein Los Angeles,
focused on the environmentand building com-
munity. During this time, he wentback to school,
earningasecond master’sdegree—inurban
planning,from USC.

Hejoined the California Community Foun-
dationin2022, working firstonits California
COVID Community Health Projectbefore
jumpinginto wildfire recovery work. Infall2024,
hewas thrilled toreturnto hisalmamater to
lecture twiceaweek and payitforward.

CSUN was centralto hislife, where he met
his wife, Elizabeth Gutierrez Rodriguez’07 (Child
Development),atafundraiserinthe hallways
of JeromeRichfieldHall. “CSUN was aplace we
wereinspired,” Rodriguez said. “We were both
first-generation college students,and having
faculty and staff who had thatlived experience
wassoimportant.”

While working onthe Wildfire Recovery
Fund,“ldo thinkabout CSUN beinglocatedin
between two of the biggest fires, Eatonand
Palisades,” he said. “Our students come from
everywhere,including the fire zones.”

Whatdoesrecoverylooklike,fromwhere
hesits?

“Ontheground, we’re seeingalotof deter-
mination from historically Black neighborhoods
inAltadena, toreturn totheircommunity,”
Rodriguezsaid. “They need support, whether
it’s social,economic or systems navigation—like
navigating FEMA applicationsand harnessing
theircollective power. The throughline will be
thearcofresilience.” —O.H.

Saving Lives,

-lghting Tor His
Neighborhood



L os Angeles City firefighters typically work
about18 daysamonth. Thosedaysonare
24-hour shifts. Thatis, they’re oncall24 hours
aday,andtheyusually sleepinbedsintheirfire
station.Darren A. Lloyd was off duty Jan. 7 when
the Eaton Fire broke outin the foothillsabove his

hometown of Altadena.

Lloyd’07 (Communication Studies) was at
home with his wife, Krystal, on West Mendoci-
no Street, when the couplelost powerabout
8 p.m., hesaid. Like most of West Altadena,
they hadn’treceived an evacuation order.

“Around2a.m., we started getting phone
callsfromfriends and family around the area,
saying, ‘Thefire’s headed your way! You need to
getout!”l wenttomywindow,and | couldseethe
fire,” said Lloyd,46.“The Santa Anawinds were
blowing about 90 miles perhour.l’d never seen
anythinglike thatinmy 16 yearsasafirefighter
paramedic. Like, the streetsigns were being
bentoverbythe wind.limmediately knew this
wasbadbad.”

Lloyd roused his wife,thenabout three
months pregnant,and asked her to gather pass-
ports, birth certificates and otherimportant
documents,and he packed herinto hercarand
senthertoherparents’housein Gardena. Then,
he randown the block, pounding ondoorsand
trying to wake his neighbors. Several are elderly,
so Lloyd helped someto theircarsand urged
themtoleave. Then,hejumpedinhisown car.
Lloyd’s family had livedin Altadenasince
1950, and his parents purchased the three-bed-
roomhousein1973,in what would become a
vibrant Black community. They raised Lloyd in
thathouse,anditstayedinthe family. After his
parents passedaway, heinherited the house.
Lloyd and his wife had just completed a major
renovationonthe propertyin August2024.

With the Eaton Fire raging, “l wanted to pro-
tectmy neighborhood, because these people
knew my parents,” Lloyd said, voice thick with
emotion. “They knew my family.”

After checkingin with his captain, Lloyd
turned hiscararoundandtried toaccess West
Mendocino Street. Aboutan hourlater, with
power down and traffic gridlocked as Altade-
nansfledthearea,Lloyd creptslowly back up
into the foothills.

“lwaspraying, ‘Please, pleaseletmyhousebe
there,” hesaid.“Iwas comingup Lincoln [Avenue],
andlwastryingto mentally prepare myself.”

Itstillstood,inthe middle of the block, but “the
windand fire was pushing toward my house.”

So, Lloyd did for hisownblock whathedoesev-
ery day for citizensacross the city of Los Angeles.
Thethingis, firefightingisnotaone-manjob.

csun magazine SPRING 2025 31

‘Tt'shardifyoure
not prepared for
this, and how could
anyone be prepared
for this? For our
city, it hurts, and
you're humbled. You
try to be thankful.’

—DARREN LLOYD,
ALTADENA

Four housesdown from his, two of his
neighbors’ homes were onfire. Lloyd pulled his
gearoutof hiscar, suited upand “got down low”
outsideawindow, usingagardenhose to pump
enough waterinside the houses “to try to knock
the firedown enough” to stop another exposed
house nextdoorfrom catchingfire from the
radiantheat, he said.

That’swhenhe spotted abrightred engine
from Riverside County racing down the block,
through the smoke —one of 100 called for mutu-
alaidinthefirestorm.

“They pulledup and said, ‘Where’s your
crew?’” Lloyd said. “I said, ‘lam the crew!””

With their help,he was able to save three
of hisneighbors’houses. Lloyd thanked his new
comrades,and they moved onto anotherblock.
There weresomanyinneedinAltadena.Driven
by adrenaline, Lloyd thenturned to prep his
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otherneighbors’houses, to hose them down
and try todefend them from flyingembers
asbesthecould. “lwentto turnontheresi-
dential water hoses,and then, therewasno
more water.| was on my knees, saying, ‘Dear
God,Ineedalittle help here.”

Thistime, Lloyd said, his prayers were
answered—not by firefighters but neigh-
bors,some of whom had returned after
daybreaktotrytoretrieveafew more
belongings. They started tossing Lloyd their
home fire extinguishers and shovels to move
dirtonto hotspotsandsmolderingrubble.

Intheend, Lloyd keptvigilon WestMen-
docinoforthreedays, puttingoutspotfires.
Whenthose two neighbors’homesflared up
again, heflagged down passing engine compa-
niesforhelp.

By March, the exhaustionandscope
of the community’slosses—nearly 7,000
homeslostinthe EatonFire, plusthousands
of churches, schools, businesses, communi-
ty organizationsand other structures—had
taken their toll. Like his neighbors, Lloyd and
his wife were still displaced —with no drink-
able waterathome and smoke remediation
andcleanup underway —and they’verented
anapartmentinthe SanFernando Valley.
And, like every firstresponder, business
owner, teacherand others whose neigh-
borhoods were hitin Altadena, Pasadena
and Pacific Palisades, he has navigated this
traumatic experience asaprofessional—a
firefighter paramedic—butalso personally,
asahusbandand father-to-be.

As hiscommunity took stock, Lloyd was
filled with emotion: uncertainty, frustration.
Buthoperemained.

“Justlastweek, | wentovertocheckon
my house,” Lloyd said. “l was talking to one of
my neighbors,andalittle old lady came up to
me. It wasthe woman who owned the housel
saved!She was cryingand thanking me,and|
wasjuststunned.ltwas good.

“lalso thanked the engine company from
Riverside County,” he said.“I sentthema
bunch of ribeye steaks asathank-you.lsaid,
‘Thankyou for saving my house, my block.
Just, thankyou.” —O.H.

VICTOR VILLA 15

Con Tacos,

Todoes

Y oucansmellthesecretto Victor Villa’s suc-
cessbeforeyouseeit. Pullingintoastrip
mallon Figueroain Highland Park, theirresist-
iblearoma hitsyou hard: carne asada. Queso.
Homemade, blue-corn masa. Smoke billows off
the grillatthe edge of the parking lot, wafting
overthestreetandluringyou straightto the
door.Aline of eager tacoloversfallinbehind you,
asthe queuestartstowrap around the building.
Sevenyearsafterlaunching what would be-
comethe wildly successfultacostandinfront of

"That's my calling —
to make this world
a better place,
onetacoatatime’

—VICTOR VILLA

his grandparents’ Highland Park home, and two
yearsafter opening hisfirstbrick-and-mortar
storefront—plusasecondlocationindown-
town Los Angeles’storied Grand Central Market
—Villa’s Tacosisanunqualified success.

Inthe city where tacoisking,and ourlove for
thehandheld comfortfood cutsacrossrace,age
and socioeconomics—what the late food critic
Jonathan Gold called “a gift to the universe”
—Villa’s Tacos has taken off like smoke from
his grill. Villa’15 (Management) opened a third
locationinlate March,just sevenblocks easton
Figueroafrom where patrons stand (and feast)

Dossible

atVillas Tacos #1, with the newest shop, #3,
focused onshrimp and seafoodtacos.
Anative son of Atwater Village and High-
land Park, Villalearned from his family to
cherishcommunity, work hard and give back.
From his earliest days as a taquero manning
thegrillinfront of hisgrandparents’ house,
he fedfirstrespondersand neighborsinneed
and gave back tolocalbusinesses.
OnJan.7,acatastrophicday no An-
gelenowillsoonforget, Villajumpedinto
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actionandresponded the only way he knew IL~"
how:feeding, comfortingand making sure his
community’s basic needs forfood and fellow-
ship were met.

“The day thefires broke out, I told every-
oneattherestauranttogethomesafe. That
night was crazy —Ilwashome with my family
in Alhambra, whichis not that faraway [from
where the Eaton Fire broke out],” said Villa,
amarried father of three small children. “We
were praying forthe winds to godown. We knew
something wasaboutto godown,wejustdidn’t
know what.”

Earlierthat evening,asthefirestorm

X Victor Villa’s staris on the rise. For three straight years,
whipped down out of Eaton Canyon, across Al- renowned site L.A. Taco crowned Villa'15 (Management)

tadenaandbeyond, he had closed his Highland “Taco Madness Champion.”

Park shop. “Inthe morning, we learned about
thehomesbeingaffectedin Altadena,” he said.
“I'have many friends and family in Altadenawho comesinuniform,whetherit’sfirefighters,

losttheirhomes.” police, paramedics, we take care of their meal.
Villa’s heartand energy seemas bigand I have friends who arefirefightersin Pasadena
boundlessasthe punch packed by hishome- and Highland Park. Their dedicationto getout
made mango habanero salsa (“ferociously hot— there—toruntowardthefire wheneveryone
you’ve been warned!” the label cautions). elseisrunningaway fromthefire... [in January] it Withawell-developed, cheeky and vibrant
His crew had beenfeedinglocal first drew me to takeimmediate action. socialmediapresence, Villa’s putoutthecallon
responderssince their first daysatthe taco “Ourrestaurantwasclosed, but we wanted Instagram and more: In the chaotic days of Jan.
standin2018.“It’ssoimportanttous, from togooutandbringthe energy andbringthem 8-12and beyond, the team asked for patrons’
thebottom of our hearts,” Villasaid. “Ifanyone somewarmfoodduringdifficulttimes,”headded. | help connectingthem withfirefighting units.

Villa’s Tacos followers came through,and soon
theteam wasdelivering to hungry first respond-
ers,as wellasfirevictimsacrossthe Palisades,
Altadenaandotherlocations.

“ltmade mevery proud to be part of this
greatcommunity,” Villasaid. “We were doing
something positive,duringatime thatwas
tough for Angelenos. The video we did, we want-
edtoshowthegoodenergy andthe goodvibes.
ItwasatimeinL.A.thatwasvery somber,where
people were mourning the loss of theirhomes
and property.

“Inone day, people wentfromjustenjoying
theirlivestolosing everything,” he said.

“Thisis what community meanstome—be-
ing there for our neighbors. Being there for the
peoplewhoreally needit,” Villaadded.

Two monthson, Villasaid, businesshad, in
some ways, returnedto “normal”inL.A.“But
it’sreallynot—homesaredown,andit’s going
totake peopleyearstorebuild. There are still
people whoare strugglingand don’tknow
whatthe future hasinstore,” hesaid.“For
allthe people who are still feeling kind of
lost, we’re still trying to comfort with
our food. We're still offering meals
to families who have beendirectly
P | affected by thefires. Whenpeople
‘ comeoutand enjoy theirmeal,
F.: maybe forafew minutes they’re not

thinkingabout that. That’s the power
of goodfood, and that’s what makes Villa’s
Tacossospecial.”—O.H.




Athletics

Champions
to Legends

Hall of Fame Welcomes Class of 2025

SUN’s Athletics Hall of Fame made its returnin
February after a seven-year hiatus. The 2025 class,
made up of three individuals and one team, were

inducted during a night of Matador pride and celebration, Feb.

28 at the Warner Center Marriott Hotel in Woodland Hills.

This year’s inductees are Channon Fluker 19 (Women’s
Basketball), Don Strametz (Track and Field/Cross Country
coach), Joseph Vaughn (Football, posthumous) and the 1987
National Champion Softball team.

Decked out in their CSUN gear, the honorees and
their loved ones arrived at the ceremony filled with energy
and excitement, chanting “CSUN!” in a call-and-response as
they walked in.

“They’re areally special bunch that have accomplished
incredible things and have made an impact,” said Susan
King, assistant athletics director for external relations.

The 1987
National
Champion
Softball Team
was among the
2025inductees
tothe CSUN
Athletics Hall
of Fame.

The Hall of Fame ceremony traditionally has been held
every other year since 2018, but COVID-19 and other factors
led to anumber of delays. The tradition and its return were
crucial to CSUN Athletics and the Matador community,
according to Athletics leadership. King noted the broader
significance of the event.

“The celebration of those involved in athletics is a cele-
bration of the university,” she said. Matador teams at CSUN
are often the first way people connect with or become aware
of the school, she said. “Athletics is kind of the front porch
of the university. The Hall of Fame is a celebration of the
Valley,” King added.

Selections for the Hall of Fame are made by a com-
mittee of athletics administrators and coaches, but the
nomination process is heavily community-driven. The
opennomination period ran from Sept. 18-Oct. 1,2024,
allowing friends, family and supporters to submit their
candidates through an online forum. CSUN Athletics re-
ceived nominations from throughout the country.

CHUCK MARVEL, CSUN ATHLETICS



Don Strametz
Trackand
Field/Cross
Country
coach

Channon
Fluker’19 |
Women’s
Basketball

Joseph Vaughn
Football
(posthumous)

To be considered, nominees must
meet eligibility requirements under at
least one of five categories: student-athlete,
coach, team, community member or
posthumous award.

“Being a Matador is one of the biggest
achievements of my life,” said Fluker '19
(Early Childhood Development), the third
Matador Women’s Basketball player to be
named to the school’s Hall of Fame. “Tam
blessed to have been able to attend a univer-
sity that gave me a lifetime of memories, and
being part of a community that gave me
lifelong friendships is something I will
forever cherish.”

The ceremony was a testament to
Matadors’ enduring school spirit. “To-
gether we're better’ was our slogan, and we
believed it,” said Debbie Ching, assistant
coach of the 1987 National Champion Soft-
ball team.

“To this day, we're still together,” former
player Lori Shelly Castellano ’89 (Teaching/
Coaching) said. “We bleed red and black.”
—Ruby Durant

Matadors Nab First-Ever
NIT Selection

CSUN Men’s Basketball
faced Stanford on March
18,initsfirst-evertriptothe
National Invitation Tourna-
ment. It wasjustthe fourth
timeattheDivisionllevel that
CSUNmen’shoopsplayedina
national tournament,and the
first since competinginthe
College Basketball Invitation-
alin2019. The Matadors made
the NCAA Division|“March
Madness” tournamentin
2000-01and2008-09.

The NIT canbeastepping
stoneforup-and-coming
teamssuchas CSUN, who this
seasontiedaschoolrecord
inwins, finishing with a22-11
overallrecord. The Matadors
played Stanford tough onthe
road, butfellinanearly hole
andthe Cardinalheld them
off,87-70.Led by second-year
head coach Andy Newman,
CSUN has posted back-to-
back winning seasonsforthe
firsttime since2008-09.

Don’tforget, ticketsare
freefor CSUN students, facul-

ty,staffand alumni

—getthemonline.

Andkeepaneye
on CSUN Athletics
Instagramformore

promotionsandteam
schedulesthisfall. Go,
Matadors!
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First-Ever Night Games
Played Under New Lights
at Renamed RobertJ.
HiegertField

Inlate February, CSUN Baseball played the first

home night games in school history, as the university
debuted a brand-new lighting system — part of an
ongoing renovation and expansion of their home field.

Thelights, installed during the offseason, illu-
minated 15 of 24 games this season, bringing a vastly
different experience to CSUN fans. The Matadors
recently renamed their home ballpark Robert J. Hie-
gert Field, in honor of the former coach, the school’s
all-time wins leader, who won two NCAA Division IT
World Series at CSUN. Hiegert ‘64 (Physical Educa-
tion), M. A. 68 (Physical Education) began his CSUN
journey as a student-athlete and served from 1965-98
inroles as an assistant coach, head coach, faculty
member and director of athletics.

The Matadors finished 1-2 in the home
opener Feb. 20-22 series (including two night
games) against Brigham Young University, with
the win coming on Saturday afternoon.

The new lights are one of the key priorities for
upgrading Hiegert Field. The $28.6 million initiative
will transform player and fan experiences and enable
broader community access to the only Division I
baseball program and field in the San Fernando Valley.
Last spring, CSUN installed a new Daktronics video
scoreboard. The Matadors also recently enhanced the
playing-field surface, which is now among the best on
the West Coast.

CSUN is currently raising funds to complete
many other exciting upgrades to the park that opened
in1961. A new clubhouse, enhanced seating and other
improvements will make games even more enjoyable
for players and fans. Philanthropy is playing a key role
inthe updates, spearheaded by alumnus Irv Zakheim
72 (Physical Education).

The renovation will boost player recruitment
for an ascendent Matador team in the Big West
Conference.



Malador
Mallers

*68 (Journalism), Hon.D.
’23andIrvZakheim

’72 (Physical Education)
celebrate Matador
excellence.5Retiring
University Student Union
DirectorDebra Hammond,

7MariaReza’66 (Home

Economics) congratulates
MBA student Cory

Soto, First Generation
Scholarship Recipient,
atthe 2024 Alumni
Association Student
Scholarship Celebration.

,h-o‘nor'ee V_\-'Iilli;rh Wa.fkins'.
"_74(Urban-Studies).

* AtMen's Basketball
Alumni Fan Nighton Feb.

1,Matadorsturnedoutin
forcetocheeronourteam!
2CharlesHumphrey Jr.’86
(Mechanical Engineering),
Cedric Ainsworth Jr.

*17 (Management)and3
EstherLanier’98 (Human
Resource Management),
M.S.’07 showed their spirit.

4 Three pastalumni
association presidents,
Cindy Chernow’78
(Anthropology), M.A.
’91and Dan Chernow

’67 (History), M.A.’89,
M.A.’03 (History)and
FeliciaConlan’09 (M.S.,
Communicative Disorders/
Teaching Credential), Ed.D.
’17 (Educational Leadership
& Policy Studies) honor
studentsatthe2024

AlumniAssociation
StudentScholarship
Celebration.

6Doris Abrishami’97
(Radiologic Technology),
M.A.’13,Ed.D.’18 and Bob
Ortego’85 (Radiologic
Technology) connect
during the Radiologic
Sciences Alumni Chapter’s
fall2024 speed mentoring
program.
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Extra! Extra!

Want to find more ways
to plugin to your Matador
community? Read on!
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Alumni Success Stories
We’re proud of you and
your success! Yourjourneys
inspire current students
and strengthenourvibrant
community. We invite

you toshare yoursuccess
stories—whetherit’sa
career milestone, apassion
projectoralife-changing
experience. Your story could
be featuredinthis magazine,
ouralumninewsletter,
website or social media,
showcasing the amazing
impactour graduates
aremakingaroundthe
world.Letuscelebrate
your achievementsand
inspire the nextgeneration.
Submityour story today
and stay connected with
the community that helped
shapeyourjourney. Visit
wkf.ms/4cotAJs>orscan
the QR code.
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Character
Study

Alum and NYT Best-Selling Author
Investigates Crime Stories.

Tod Goldberg 06 (English) is fascinated
by the human propensity for violence and
the domino effect of violent acts. To feed his
lifelong fascination, he tells stories: of indi-
viduals on the precipice of making irrevers-
ible, bad decisions — of, Goldberg said, “bad
people doing bad things to worse people.”

A New York Times best-selling author,
Goldberg’s crime novels explore the world of
gangsters and organized crime. He plumbs
the consequences of those “bad decisions”
and the impact on perpetrators and victims,
examining the nebulous morality surround-
ing his characters. His compelling narratives

STORYTELLER
Tod Goldberghas
published 15 orig-
inalfiction books,
including 2021's
"The Low Desert.”

NEW YORK TIMES RESTSELLING AUTHOR

: T0D GOLDBERG

N
Z
——‘ll
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shine a light on the darker corners of our
society, where right and wrong blur. Crime
fiction “holds a mirror up to society and forc-
esustolookat the things we may stridently
avoid in our typical lives,” Goldberg said.

With 15 original fiction books pub-
lished, this Matador also has written five
books based on the popular and acclaimed
TV series “Burn Notice,” as well as numer-
ous nonfiction articles for national outlets
such as the Los Angeles Times and USA
Today. His books have been nominated for
the Hammett Prize for excellence in crime
writing, the International Thriller of the
Year Award, the Los Angeles Times and
the Strand Critics Award. Books from his
“Gangsterland” series have been named Am-
azon Best Book of the Year and Southwest
Book of the Year. While living in Nevada in
thelate 1990s, he won five Nevada Press
Association Awards for articles written for
the Mercury and CityLife and was honored
with the Silver Pen Award from the Nevada
Writers Hall of Fame for his body of work.

Goldberg’s latest novel, “Only Way Out,”
is set to be published this fall, and he’s work-
ing on his next novel centering on organized
crimein the Salton Sea area in the 1960s.

Diagnosed with dyslexia, as a child
Goldberg was told he’d never read or write
above a fourth-grade level. After intensive
therapy, he proved those educators wrong
and became an avid reader and writer. He
published his first novel when he was 29,
“whichis absurdly young, in retrospect,” said
Goldberg, 54. He has continued to publish a
book every 18 months, “which is also absurd
without even being in retrospect!”

He struggled to identify any particular
inspiration for writing, which feels to Gold-
berg as natural as breathing. “It’s a little bit
like asking a turtle what they like about their
shell,” he mused. “Itjust ...is.”

Goldberg enrolled at CSUN in the early
1990s with a passion for storytelling and
an insatiable curiosity about the human
experience. Majoring in English with an em-
phasisin creative writing, he credited “hard
criticism from writing professor Jack Lopez
and being immersed in great literature
through the teachings of Dr. Arlene Stiebel,
[for] a great foundation for the work [I'd] go
on to produce.”

Goldberg served in student government
for most of his time at CSUN, as Associated
Students student senator and chief of staff,
which gave him the know-how to navigate
the administrative side of his work, he noted.
Among his mentors and most profound influ-
ences: Rameen Talesh (then a campus activ-
ities director at CSUN, now dean of students
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at UC Irvine), his advisor when Goldberg served as
president of Sigma Phi Epsilon; Bill Foster, general
manager of Associated Students; and Tom Piernik,
director of student development.

One of his most memorable experiences at
CSUN, and one that he has drawn on since, was
the 1994 Northridge earthquake. It took CSUN
decades torebuild, and Goldberg had a front-row
seat in student government in helping “spread the
word that the university was coming back, that
we were in it together, and that it was goingtobe a
unique and lasting challenge,” he recalled.

After CSUN, Goldberg pursued his MFA
degree and has since parlayed his creative and
administrative experiences into his role as the
director of the Master of Fine Arts programat UC
Riverside —a program he founded in 2008 —where
he advises his students to “approach writing as
an actual business,” he said. He encourages his
students to focus on their creative process as a
deliberate effort, not just “wait for the muse to show
up,” and “pay equal attention to the process of cre-
ating art and the process of making money fromit.”

His pragmatic approach has paved the way
for his students to diversify their abilities so they
“can always make aliving doing what [they] love,”
he added.

His bachelor’s degree from CSUN, it turned
out, had an interesting postscript: Due to a small

“Wiait forthe muse to
show up ...[and] pay
equal attentiontothe
process of creating
artandthe process of
making money fromit.”

oversight, Goldberg didn’t realize he was just

2 units short of officially completing his under-
graduate degree ... until he applied to the MFA
program a dozen years later and requested his
transcripts! He quickly completed a community
college course, transferred the units to his CSUN
coursework, and officially graduated from CSUN
with the class of 2006.

Goldberg’s journey from CSUN undergradu-
ate to celebrated, best-selling author inspires his
UC Riverside students, colleagues and his fellow
CSUN alumni. His accomplishments prove the
power of passion, hard work and perseverance —
atrue success story and beacon of possibility for
aspiring writers. —Naz Keynejad

Tolearnmore about Goldbergand his work, visit
todgoldberg.com

Lights,
Camera,
Connection!

We’re thrilled to announce that the Entertain-
ment Alumni Chapteris officially chartered! I+

Thisnew chapter wascreatedto bring together Follow

CSUN alumniinthe entertainmentindustry—in
film, television, theater, music, entertainment
journalism,video gamesand beyond. The
chapteraimsto cultivate astrong community

@csuneac
onlnstagram
forthelatest.

of creatives, provide career opportunities
andinsights,and upliftalumniasthey
navigate this dynamicindustry.
Foritsfirstact,the chapterhosted
abuzzy mixerin2024 at CSUN alum-
nus-owned San Fernando Brewing Co.,
where more than 75 industry prosand
fellow Matadors gathered to network,
reconnectand celebrate. And that’sjust
the beginning! The chapterisactively
engaged in planning more networking and

opportunitiesto collaborate:
Getready for some Matador magic,

becauseinentertainment,it’sallabout

who youknow AND what you create!

careerdevelopmentevents,creatingmore
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Extra! Extra!

Continued

Join a Chapter!

The Alumni Association
ishometonearly20
uniquealumnichapters.
These chaptersfoster
connectionand nurture
professionaland
personal relationships
among Matadors.
Many chapters offer
careerdevelopment
opportunitiessuchas
workshops, continuing
education units (CEU)
seminarsand day-long
conferences. They
alsoorganize social
eventsandreunions,
strengthening the bond
between members

and creating asense of
community. Chapter
membershipisfree,and
allalumniare welcome!
Togetinvolved, visit
tinyurl.com/Alumni-
Chaptersorscanthe
QRcode.
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Earn up to we

2 Enjoy
PREMIER PLUS CHECKING

$20 Monthly  Early 9 $100 New

v
ATM Fee Rebate® Payday* Account Bonus®

At Premier America Credit Union, we're proud to be an
integral part of this vibrant community as the Exclusive Credit
Union of CSUN Alumni Association, empowering members to
meet today’s needs and reach tomorrow’s dreams.

CSUN Alumni | 2024 Distinguished Alumni Honoree

Scan the QR code to get started. pREMIER HMERIC 3:?3::

'APY: Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate as of the last dividend declaration date. Rate is subject to change after the account is opened. 1.50% APY paid on balances up to $30,000.00 and 0.10% APY paid on funds
exceeding $30,000. Requirements to earn premium yield 1) Fifteen or more Premier America Credit Union debit and / or credit card purchases must post to the card between the first day of the month and the last day
of the month. 2) Must be opted in for eStatements. If qualifiers are not met, 0.10% APY will be paid on all balances. Any points earned on a Premier America Premier Privileges Rewards Mastercard credit card will still
accrue even if these requirements are not met. Fees may reduce earnings. *Standard fees may apply to additional account services. *Premier America Credit Union will not charge a fee for accessing your funds at a non
CO-OP network ATM owned and operated by another financial institution or business, but you may be charged a fee by the ATM owner/operator. This account will be eligible for up to $20 each month in ATM fee rebates
to be credited to your account nightly. *Early access to direct deposit funds depends on the timing of the submission of the payment file from the payer. We generally make these funds available on the day the payment
file is received, which may be up to 2 days earlier than the scheduled payment date. *To qualify for the $100 New Premier Plus Checking Account Bonus, new account must have an ACH Direct Deposit (minimum single
deposit of $250), be opted in to eStatements, and conduct 10 debit and/or credit card point of sale transactions within the first 60 days of account opening. Bonus will be paid out on day 61if qualifications are met and
membership is in good standing. Members with open or converted checking account not eligible for account bonus. Member will receive a 1099 Form from Premier America. Offer subject to change or end without notice.
Offer may be combined with other offers at the sole discretion of Premier America Credit Union. An initial deposit of $1in a consumer share savings is required to join Premier America. Federally Insured by NCUA.




Make a Difference

Today!

W

Want to help
studentsfocus
on their studies?

Doyoucare
aboutsupporting
students’basic
needs?

Areyou
passionate
aboutour CSUN
Athletics teams?

Thankyou for
investingin
Matadorsuccess!

=

=

See this 1
envelope? mmm

Thisis no ordinary envelope —it’s a tool for
transforming the lives of CSUN students!

Whenyou donate to CSUN, you make areal
difference in the student experience, helping
Matadors thrive through their academic
journeys and beyond.

Your giftto the University Scholarship
Fundcan helprelieve the financial stress
that many studentsfeel, allowing them to
focusonacademicsand participateinthe
wealth of campus programs thatenrich
theircollege experience.

Adonationtothe CSUN withaHeartfund
providesresources to ensure Matadors have
accesstobasicneeds. Your supportgives
ourstudentsreassurance that CSUNishere
tohelpthemsucceed every step of the way.

Whenyou give to CSUN Athletics, your
donationwill help our student athletes
excelonthe courtorplayingfield and thrive
inthe classroom. Your generosity supports
Matador student-athletesinevery aspect
of their CSUN experience.

There are many other opportunities to support our mission
and our students: Donate to scholarships, the University
Library or your college, department or program of choice!

Use this envelope to mail in your gift, or scan the QR code to give online
atengage.csun.edu/MagSp25.



I,y

=

Donor Support Fuels Student Success and Inspires Others to Pay it Forward.

“Imagine waking up hungry. You get to
class,and you're already thinking, ‘When
amIgoing to eat next?” Lira Flores said.
“You can’t focus. You need proper nutrition
to take exams. When you're hungry, it’s
difficult to succeed.”

Flores’25 (Sociology), a graduating
senior, understands the experience of
Matadors who experience food insecurity.
Flores saw them every day, working as the
lead student assistant for CSUN’s Pop-Up
Food Pantry.

Flores knows firsthand the high
costs of being a student. “T'uition. Mate-
rials. Rent. It’s really hard to make sure
you're eating healthy food as a student,
because what is cheap is not necessarily
healthy,” she said. Flores also studied the

SUPPORT
THE WORK

Donatetothe
CSUNwitha
Heartfundat
engage.
csun.edu/
csunwithaheart

S
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Helping Hungry Students

impact of food insecurity in her sociology
coursework.

“Food is a basic need,” she said. “If
students’ basic needs are not met, it’s dif-
ficult to succeed academically. Thankfully,
with help from our donors, we are able to
provide more food to students and combat
food insecurity on campus.”

‘When the Food Pantry received a
handwritten thank-you letter and a dona-
tion of food from a graduating student who
had been a pantry client, Flores saw how do-
nor support translates into student success
—and the inspiration to pay it forward.

“He wanted to thank us for supporting
him,” Flores said. “For him, [the pantry] was
really impactful and he wanted to return the
favor” —Danielle Fairlee
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Matadors Go lo Washinglon

Couple’s Gift Boosts D.C. Internship Program
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OPPORTUNITY
KNOCKS

Jobany Osorio poses
near the U.S. Capitol
during his CSUNinD.C.
internship programin
spring 2024.

obany Osorio had never left Cali-

fornia before he boarded a plane for

aspring 2024 internship with the
U.S. Department of Labor in Washington, D.C.

He’d been working two jobs, one off
campus and one in the College of Social and
Behavioral Sciences advisement office. His
supervisor there encouraged him to explore
the CSUN in D.C. internship program, which
offers students a chance to live, work and
study in the nation’s capital. The sociology
major never had considered a career in
public service.

But Osorio, then 20, thrived when he
got to work in the Department of Labor’s
Division of Indian and Native American
Programs —writing reports, delivering pre-
sentations and working with people at many
levels of government.

“Now, any room I walk into, or anyone
I talk to, I feel more comfortable,” he said. “I
feellike I can speak what I want to say and
not really get nervous.”

He made such animpression that the
department asked him to stay on after his
internship —he was able to work remotely
while continuing his studies at CSUN. He’s



“It’satransformative
program for these
studentsthat
otherwise would not
have the experience
nor the opportunity.”

Alan Jeffery’65,CSUN in D.C. program supporter

on track to graduate in May 2025 and strongly considering a
career in public service —in D.C.,, California or elsewhere.

The life-changing internship would have been, simply,
out of reach — financially speaking — without significant
philanthropic support for his housing, living expenses and
cross-country flights.

Anew gift from longtime CSUN supporters Alan’65 and
Rose Jeffery ensures that more students like Osorio get these
opportunities. The Jefferys donated $112,000 to create an
endowment and support CSUN in D.C. students with intern-
ship-related expenses.

“I'm always going to be thankful and appreciative. It
wouldn’t have been possible without the help of the donors,”
Osorio said. “If it weren’t for them, students like me wouldn’t
get these opportunities, or it wouldn’t even cross their mind.”

Since 2013, more than 350 Matadors have participat-
edin CSUN in D.C., where they’ve worked for members of
Congress, advocacy groups, nonprofits, embassies, museums,
private firms and other service-oriented organizations. Pro-
gram alumni have gone on to work in government and politics
in California and around the country.

About 50 students from majors across campus partic-
ipate each year, networking with each other and contacts
across Washington. They also take night classes from on-site
CSUN faculty in a classroom space near the Capitol.

Alan Jeffery ’65 (Experimental Psychology), whose
own insurance career launched by chance after he spotted a
job ad posted in the university’s employment office, gravitat-
ed to supporting the CSUN in D.C. program because it offers
real-world career development experience.

“It’s a transformative program for these students that
otherwise would not have the experience nor the opportu-
nity,” he said. “At this stage of our life, we wanted to do some-
thing a little more impactful, and so we decided to set up an
endowment program that will help one or two students a
year workin D.C.”

Today’s interns become tomorrow’s entry-level polit-
ical staffers, eventually working their way up to positions
of increasing influence, said Lawrence Becker, the political

Alan and Rose
Jeffery created
anendowment
tosupport
CSUNinD.C.
students with

internship-relat-

ed expenses.
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science professor who directs the program.
Most internship sites in D.C. recruit from a
small group of schools in D.C. and the north-
east, Becker said, leaving talented students
across the country as an untapped resource.
CSUN students bring unique perspectives,
talents and backgrounds that are attractive
to CSUN’s internship partners.

“If you want to change how government
or business operates, you have to change the
pipeline of interns,” Becker said.

CSUN in D.C. alumni have gone on
to work in Congressional offices, for the
Human Rights Campaign and for political
campaigns in California.

“Students will be listened to by their
peers on how things work in government
and what efforts it takes in order to make
change,” Rose Jeffery said.

Inrecognition of the Jefferys’ impactful
gift, CSUN named Maple Hall classrooms
217 and 317 in their honor, the first nam-
ing gift in the impressive new classroom
building. The Jefferys hope their donation
inspires others to also make naming gifts.

Nearly every CSUN in D.C. participant
receives at least some funding, Becker said.
Some support comes from the university’s
Instructionally Related Activities Fund.
And for students like Osorio, philanthropy
creates incredible opportunities.

“Itis the difference between a student
being able to do this and not,” Becker said.
—Jacob Bennett
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1960s

HOWARD WANG’67
(Anthropology) and Stephen
Horwitz’67 (Education)
founded Sierra Canyon
SchoolinChatsworthin
1978.Today, Sierra Canyon
isone of the most prominent
K-12independentcollege
prep schoolsinthe country,
with approximately 1,200

students. SierraCanyonisone

of the most-accessed schools
onsocialmediaand counts
high-profile professional
athletesand performing
artistsasparentsand alumni.

BETTYBEAUMONT 69 (Art)
had herartwork displayed
inthe exhibition “Territorial
Perspectives” at the Ludwig
ForumforInternational Art
inAachen, Germany, from
May 26,2024, to April 27,
2025.Beaumont’s work
inthe exhibitionincluded
threevideos: “The Journey”
(1980), “Ocean Landmark
Virtual World” (2000),and
“Imagining Imaging” (2001).

1970s

GONZALO MUNEVAR

*70 (Philosophy),M.A’71
(Philosophy)isaprofessor
emeritusatLawrence
Technological University
inMichigan. Munévar has
authored severalbookson
science,including “Radical
Knowledge: A Philosophical
Inquiryinto the Nature
and Limits of Science”and
“The Dimming of Starlight:
The Philosophy of Space
Exploration.”

MARCIABOOKSTEIN’77
(Music), cellist, hasretired
fromthe San Diego Symphony
Orchestraafter47years.She
performed herlastconcert
withthe orchestraduring
itssummer2024 opening
weekend.

1980s
DR.MARKR.HENSCHKE’80
(Biology) led an expedition

to MagdalenaBay, Mexico,
forthe Surfers Medical
Associationin August2024.
Thisyear, heispublishingan
articleon new weightloss
drugs’effectsontriglycerides,
in Medical Research Archives,
thejournal of the European
Society of Medicine.
Henschkeisaboard-certified
physicianininternal medicine
and medical management,
and he maintainsahospital-
based practicein York, Maine.
Henschke holdsaDoctor

of Pharmacy degree from

the University of Southern
Californiaand Master of
MedicalManagementdegree
from Carnegie Mellon.

OLIVIAROBLEDO’89 (Spanish
Language and Culture) was
named the2025Woman

of the Year for District 43,

by state Assemblymember
Celeste Rodriguez.Robledo’s
career has spanned years of
impactful work, beginningasa
teacherand culminatingin her
roleasalosAngeles Unified
School District principal.

ZEKE ZEIDLER’87 (English),
judge of the Los Angeles
Superior Courtand CSUN
Distinguished Alumni Award
winner,was honored by the
American Bar Association
Commission on Sexual
Orientationand Gender
IdentityonFeb.1

1990s

TIMOTHYBELCHER’91
(Radio-TV Production)isa
manager directorat Light
Iron, the post-production
creative services division of

Panavision.

PHAEDRAELLIS-LAMKINS’98

(Political Science), co-found-
erand CEO of Promise, was
featured by Forbesin August
2024, exploringhow she
turned hercompanyintoa
$520 million powerhouse by
helping municipalitiesand

utilities collect unpaid bills with

zero-interest paymentplans.

d

Please submit
notes for future
publication to
magazine@
csun.edu.

ESTHER(LEE)LANIER

98 (Human Resource
Management),M.S’07 (Career
Counseling),hasreturnedto
heralmamaterastheassociate
director of employerrelations
inthe CSUN Career Center,
afterworkingatthe USC
Career Centerfor17 years.

2000s
BROOKCHALMERS’09
(Cinemaand Television Arts)
returnedtocampusApril 3
toserveonanalumnipanel
aboutearly-career pathways
inthe entertainmentindustry,
sponsored by CSUN’s Enter-
tainment Alumni Chapterand
EntertainmentIndustry Insti-
tute. Chalmerswasjoinedon
the panel by fellow Matadors
Sergio Serna, Casey Hodgk-
insonand Chaya Supannarat
(seenotesonnextpage).
Chalmersisavoicedirector
and actor workingin anima-
tion,video gamesand dubbing.

ARBY JEAN (TACUB) WOLKOV
’09 (Deaf Studies),M.A."13
(Special Education, Deafand
Hard of Hearing Education),
American SignLanguage
teacherat William Howard
Taft Charter High School,was
selectedasa2025 California
Teacher of the Year.



2010s

SERGIO SERNA’11(Cinema
and Television Arts) returned
tocampusApril3toserveonan
alumnipanelaboutearly-ca-
reer pathwaysinthe entertain-
mentindustry,sponsored by
CSUN’s Entertainment Alumni
Chapterand Entertainment
Industry Institute. Sernais
aWriters Guild of America
award-nominated writer who
haswrittenmostrecently for
Hulu’s “History of the World
Partll”and Comedy Central’s
“Fairview.” Previously, he
served asasupervising produc-
er(season2)andstaff writer
(season1)for Comedy Cen-
tral’s “Alternatino with Arturo
Castro,”andawriterforNBC’s
“ALittle Late with Lilly Singh,”
aswellasvariety specialsand
numerous other projects.

CASEYHODGKINSON’13
(Cinemaand Television Arts)
returnedtocampusApril 3
toserveonanalumnipanel
aboutearly-career pathways
inthe entertainmentindustry,
sponsored by CSUN’s En-
tertainment Alumni Chapter
and Entertainment Industry
Institute. Hodgkinson serves
asamentor withthe Holly-
woodRadio & TV Society,and
she’sthelead contributorand
eventproducerforthe Cramer
Comedy Newsletter. An ex-
perienced, creative producer
specializingin comedy, Hod-
gkinsonfocusesonscripted
contentandlive events.
Previously,she servedas
creative executive at Apatow
Productions.Shebegan her
careerintalentrepresentation
at3ArtsEntertainment,

where she worked withleading
comedictalentssuchasKevin
Hart, Amy Poehler,Maya
RudolphandlssaRae.

CLAUDIALOPEZ’15 (Kine-
siology) has been promoted
toassistantdirector of
Governmentand Community
Relationsat CSUN. Lopez
joinedthe Department of Gov-
ernmentand Community Re-
lations (GCR)in2019, where
sheinitially provided general
administrative and calendar
support.Overtime, herrole
hasexpandedtoinclude
coordinating the logistics

of CSUN’s participation
inCSU’s Sacramento
Advocacy Dayand D.C.Hill
Day,managing CSUN’s
community membershipsand
eventsponsorship logistics,
high-level event coordination
forelected officialsand CSU
colleagues, researchingand
flagging key information for
GCRand more.

ERICA(ROOD)LUNDY’15
(M.A,Elementary Curriculum
and Instruction) was named
alLosAngeles County 2024
Teacher of the Year. She
teachesfifth grade at Welby
Way Charter School.In2016,
Lundy was named the sci-
encerecipientfor the Presi-
dential Award for Excellence
in Mathematics and Science
Teaching by former President
Barack Obama.
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JUSTINCABANTING’17
(Financial Analysis) started a
new positionatthe Part-
nersin Care Foundationas
asenioraccountassistant,
where he assists senior
leadership asthey work to
provideinnovative healthcare
solutions for our community.
AtCSUN, hestartedasastu-
dentassistantinthe Resource
Managementdepartment
inUniversity Relationsand
Advancement, beforejoining
the staffin2017 asassistant
tothe chieffinancial officer
forthe CSUN Foundation.
Foreightyearsinthatrole,
Cabanting played anintegral
roleinthe foundation’s move
toward electronic processes,
includingtheincorporation
of Adobe Sign,acreditcard
program and online banking
transactions withvendors.

[ |
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EVERTORUIZ’71(Sociology) is a professor emeritus of
Chicana/o studies and amember of the La Raza Alumni
Associationat CSUN. In October2024,a musical gala at
CSUN’s Plaza Del Sol Performance Hall paid tribute to
Ruiz for his dedication to CSUN and community partners.

JERMEY ASHLEY PAIR’17
(Cinemaand Television Arts)

isan emerging filmmaker
andteachingassistantat

the New York Film Academy
inBurbank. Pair’scareer has
included aninternship with
Ghosthouse Pictures,Sam
Raimi’s production compa-
ny,where he workedinthe
developmentdepartment. His
debutfeature, “Meathook,”
ismaking the festival rounds,
afterscreenings at prestigious
eventssuchasthe Daysof the
Dead Film Festival, Tucson
TerrorFestandthe Chicago
Horror Film Festival, where
itreceivedanomination for
“Best Feature Film.” Pairis
alsoinpre-productionon
anuntitled horror-comedy
feature film, which he plansto
write,directand produce.He’s
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alsoworking asascreenwriter
onthehorrorfeature “Fear
Asylum,” setto shootlater
thisyear.

CHAYASUPANNARAT’18
(Cinemaand Television Arts),
M.F.A.’21(Screenwriting)
returnedtocampusApril 3
toserveonanalumnipanel
aboutearly-career pathways
inthe entertainmentindustry,
sponsored by CSUN’s En-
tertainment Alumni Chapter
and EntertainmentIndustry
Institute. Supannaratisadi-
rectorand producer known for
herworkinaction, thrillerand
horror films. She has directed
and produced several projects,
including “Bangkok Dog”and
“Gladiator Underground.”
Sheisindevelopmentonthe
martial arts-drivenfilm“The
Last Match.” Supannaratis
known for heratmospheric
storytelling.

BRIDGET FORNARO 19 (Jour-
nalism)isatalentacquisition
coordinatorat NBCUniversal
inLos Angeles, support-

ing candidate experience

for Peacock,ad sales,and
operationsand technology.
Shecelebrated herthree-year
anniversary at NBCUniversal
in February.In October2024,
NBCUniversal highlighted
Fornaroinanemployee social
mediaspotlightfor “National
Disability Employment Aware-
ness Month,” on LinkedIn

and Instagram.Peacock
alsospotlighted herforthe
awareness monthin2023.
Duringhertimeat NBCU,
Fornaro hasvolunteered with
the MyAbilities Network, an
employee resource network,
serving as professional
developmentchairforthe Los
Angeles Chapter.She expects

tocomplete a Master of Arts
inCommunication Studies
from the Hugh Downs School
of Human Communication at
Arizona State Universityin
August.

2020s

it =, |
KAILAMOORE-JONES’ 22
(Africana Studies),donorand
member services specialistin
CSUN’s Division of University
Relationsand Advancement,
welcomed herson, Kenneth
Gammagelll,onDec.16,2024.

JASON WHALEY’22
(Marketing)isateam member
atthecelebrated Villa’s Tacos
inHighland Park, founded by
fellow Matador Victor Villa’15
(Management). Priorto CSUN,
Whaley was apitcheronthe
Glendale Community College
baseballteam.

BRUNO GAMBOA’23

(M.A., Clinical Fieldwork
-Psychology)isan AP
Psychology teacherand
assistantcoach forthe varsity
girlsvolleyball team at Milken
Community Schoolin Los
Angeles.Healsoservesasan
assistantcoachforthe Surf-
side Volleyball Club.

ERIKAAYON’24(M.A,,
English) wasselectedasa
finalistforthe 2024 Alta
California Chapbook Prize for
her collection “Create Birds,”
judged by Richard Blanco.

In Memoriam

FACULTY & STAFF

BEHZAD BAVARIAN
(Manufacturing
Systems Engineering
and Management),
formerdepartmentchair,
professor of materials
engineeringanddirector
of CSUN’saward-winning
Materials Engineering
Undergraduate Research
Program,diedin Nov.2024.

The university honored
Bavarian’s teaching with
numerous awards over
theyears,including the
Distinguished Teaching
Award, College of
Engineeringand Computer
Science Outstanding
Faculty Award,Don Dorsey
Mentoring Award,and San
Fernando Valley Engineers
Council Distinguished
Engineering Achievements.

Inthe college, Bavarian
alsoheldthe Mory Ejabat
Endowed Chairand served
asdirectorof the W.M.Keck
Advanced Materials Lab-
oratory and the Advanced
Corrosion Laboratory.

He earned hisdoc-
toratein metallurgical
engineering from The Ohio
State University.

F AN
DAVID CRANDALL
(Associated Students/

Student Affairs), former
executive director of

CSUN’s Associated
Students (AS),died on

Jan.8,2025.Hewas71.
Crandallretired asthe AS
executive directorin2019
afterdedicating more
than18yearsof service to
Associated Studentsand
Matador students.

“David dedicated his
life to student develop-
ment, shared governance
and the power of education
to transform communi-
ties,” ASleadership wrote
inatribute. “More thanjust
aleader,David wasamen-
tor,advisorand friend to
generations of Matadors.
...Colleaguesandstudents
alike remember hiswarm
demeanor, thoughtful
approachtochallenges
and deep-rooted beliefin
theimportance of student
self-governance.”

Acampusscholarship
establishedin hisname, the
Associated Students David
Harry Crandall Scholar-
ship, supports AS student
employeesand leaders.

KARLA (JOHNSON-
MAJEDI) PELLETIER
(Minority Engineering
Program), whoservedas
retention coordinatorin
the College of Engineering
and Computer Science’s
groundbreaking Minority
Engineering Program
(MEP) fordecades, diedon
Jan.11,2025.Shewas 65.
Pelletier began her
careeratCSUNasa
retention coordinator for
the MEPin1994.1n1995,
she becamethedirector
of the college’s Student
Developmentand Equity
Center,where she worked
diligently to help students



become engineers. She
alsoearnedadoctoratein
educationfrom Pepperdine
Universityin2002.
Afterretiring from
CSUN,sheembraceda
lifestyle centered on health
and creativity. She founded
“Sweet Yard Tweets,”a
business specializingin
custom-designed lawn
celebrations, bringingjoy
to countless occasions.
Her passion for natural
remediesled hertobecome
anapothecary,launchinga
YouTube channel, “Karla’s
Magikal Journey,” where
she shared herexpertise
incrafting botanical
creationssuchastinctures,
salvesandherb gardens.

ALUMNI

VIRGINIA (DINGUS)
RAMSEY 65 (Elementary
Education) passed away
attheage of 89. After
graduating from San
Fernando Valley State
College (now CSUN), she
became akindergarten
teacherat EIOro Way
Elementary Schoolin
Granada Hills. She later
settledinlrvine.Ramsey
loved to paint portraits,
scenery and flowers.

FRANCINEOSCHIN’84
(Journalism/Speech
Communication),M.A.’85
(Mass Communication),
pastpresidentof the
CSUN AlumniAssociation
(2013-15), died on Sept.
20,2024.Shewas 81.A
formerjournalist,shealso
served asassistantchief
deputytoLosAngeles
City Councilman Hal
Bernson.Sheserved the
cityinthatrolefor13
yearsand led projectson

transportation, civic life
and public safety.

Oschin(nee Strauss)
wasborninBrooklyn,

New York,and spenther
childhoodlivingonboth
coasts, before herfamily
settledinLosAngeles.
Sheattended Fairfax High
School,whereshemether
husband, Michael Oschin.

After battlingand
surviving breast cancer,
sheenrolledat CSUN,
where she earned two
bachelor’sdegreesanda
master’s,in quick succes-
sion. After graduation, she
workedasajournalistand
thenatLos Angeles City
Hall.In addition to civiclife
andtransportation,she
championedthe environ-
ment,women’srightsand
Jewishlifeacrossthecity,
stateand country.

At CSUN, her unwav-
eringcommitmenttothe
university community was
evidentin hervariouslead-
ershiproles. Formore than
adecade,sherepresented
CSUNonthe23-campus,
statewide CSU Alumni
Council,where hervoice
andvision made alasting
impact.Shefrequently
joined the university
delegationin Sacramento,
where she engaged with
elected officials, urging
themto supportinitia-
tivesthatstrengthened
higher education. She was
aferventbelieverinthe
power of public education.

“lgotapubliceduca-
tion.loweittosomebodyto
make surethey getapublic
education,” Oschinsaidin
2017,when CSUN honored
herwith hersecond Volun-
teerService Award (VSA).

Beyondherad-
vocacy foracademic
excellence, Oschin had
adeep appreciation for
thearts.Sheservedon
The Soraya Ambassadors
Advisory Council, where
she championed cultural

enrichmenton campus
andinthe community. She
also supported student
scholarships, reflecting
herbeliefinempowering
the nextgeneration. The
university recognized
Oschin’s contributions
through multiple honors,
includingthe VSAin2006
andagainin2017,and she
wasnamed CSUN’s Advo-
cate ofthe Yearin2010.
Inadditionto her
volunteerand philan-
thropic work, she built
herown consulting firm,
Oschin Partners, where
she worked for more than
20yearswith businesses
and governments to
developandimprove
transportationsolutions
across California.
Oschintreasured trav-
eling with family —espe-
ciallyinthe great outdoors
of California, Hawaii and
abroad.She wasafervent
downhill slalom skier,
and she could be found
flying down the slopes
atMammoth Mountain
into herlate 70s.She was
aSierraClubleader who
hiked, backpacked, mule-
packed and campedacross
the California mountains.
Sheshared her enthusiasm
forthe outdoors with her
grandchildren,who grew
up discovering nature with
heronnumerous trips.
Whetheritwas making
latkes and chicken soup
for her family, climbinga
glacier-topped peak or
debating transportation
policyin City Hall, she took
onevery challenge with
dedication, love and ambi-
tion, her family said.
Sheissurvived by her
sister, Audrey,and brother-
in-law, Brian; brother, Louis;
sonDanieland daughter-
in-law Faryl;daughter
Karenand son-in-law Jeff;
daughterKatherineand
son-in-law Elliot; son-in-law
Mike Goodman;andthree
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grandchildren,Zachary,
Jacquelineand Halayna.

FUMIKITAHARA 91
(Marketing),ananimation
publicist who guided
award-winning campaigns
for DreamWorks,
Aardman, Laika, Netflix,
Disneyandindependent
studios during her
distinguished 30-plus
yearsintheindustry, died
Feb.24,2025.She was
56.KitaharadiedinLos
Angeles of complications
fromararebloodcancer,
aspokesperson for Walt
Disney Animation said.
Accordingtoa
tributein The Hollywood
Reporter,amongthe many
animated features she
helped publicize were the
firstthree “Shrek” films,
“ChickenRun,” “Wallace &
Gromit: The Curse of the
Were-Rabbit,” “Coraline,”
“How to Train Your Drag-
on,” “Kubo and the Two
Strings,” “Over the Moon”
and “The SeaBeast.”
Shealsooversaw
awards campaigns for
numerous Oscar-winning
shorts,including recent
titlessuchas“The Boy,
the Mole, the Foxand the
Horse,”and “WarIs Over!
Inspired by the Music of
Johnand Yoko.”
“WeatAardmanare so
very deeply shocked and
saddened by the loss of our
dearfriend and colleague
Fumi,” Nick Park, executive
directorat Aardman Stu-
dios, told The Hollywood
Reporter.“It’shard to put
into wordsjusthow much
she willbe missed. Her
years of unrelenting enthu-
siasm, invaluable support,
and her eternally generous

spiritand friendship will al-
ways live on forus. Abright
andvery preciouslight
hassurely goneoutinthe
animation world today.”
After graduating from
CSUN, Kitaharastarted
inthe office of publicist
Howard Green at The Walt
Disney Studiosin1992.
In1996, she joined the
fledgling DreamWorks SKG,
where she started herown
departmentandwenton
toserveasthecompany’s
head of animation publicity
forthe next11years. From
thefirstanimatedfeatureat
DreamWorks, “The Prince
of Egypt,” through herde-
parturein2007,she played
amajorrolein marketing
andpublicizingitsreleases.
After DreamWorks, Ki-
taharaopenedaboutique
firm, the PR Kitchen, in
2007.Asaconsultant, she
contributed to publicity
and awards campaigns
for myriad Oscar-winning
and-nominated films
andshorts. Othercareer
highlightsincluded afour-
year stintasentertainment
publicist with Google Spot-
light Stories, where she
worked on strategy, launch
and awards campaigns.
Kitaharaservedasthe PR
chairfor Womenin Anima-
tion for more than 10 years
and was amember of the
publicrelations branch of
the Film Academy.
Sheissurvived by her
husband, Simon Otto, a
veterandirector, head
of character animation
and animator;theirson,
Max; her mother, Teruko;
hersister, Hiroko; and her
brother, Keiichi.



April Showers

he San Fernando Valley saw plenty of rain this

spring, a welcome pattern for aregion that

suffers periodically from drought. We love rainy
days on campus: Umbrellas sport pops of color, students
and faculty crowd into cozy coffee shops, and our lush
canopy of trees benefit. Senior Photographer Ringo
Chiu captured this Matador crossing the Sierra Quad on
arecent, rainy spring day —she came prepared!
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Hinzer’21(Biochemistry) with CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
the Europa Clipper spacecraft at

NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory
inLa Cafiada Flintridge. Read more
about Hinzer's work as a planetary
protection scientist on the
spacecraft, now bound for one of
Jupiter’'s moons, on page 14.
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